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On the divine government. 
HE government which God 


exercifes over this world 


may be confidered as adminiftered ° 
y 


in three great departments,—his 
moral law—the gofpel of his 
grace—and his univerfal provi- 
dence. It is true that the terin 
univerfal providence, taken in its 
moft comprehenfive fignification, 
is expreflive of his whole govern- 
ment 3 but his law and gofpel are 
fuch important parts of his gov- 
ernment, that they demand a par- 
ticular and feparate confideration. 
They are often diftinély confid- 
cred in this way in the holy fcrip- 
tures, and they will be fo viewed 
in this paper. 

Let us firft confider his moral 
government, adminiitered accord- 
ing to his holy law.—When God 
had ercated rational, moral agents 
in this world, it became neceflary 
for their happinefs, that they 
fhould have fome ftandard of rec- 
titude, and inftructions by which 
they might govern themfelves, fo 
as to live in union, and promote 
the general happinefs. It was 
alfo neceflary that this fhould be 
given in a law of infinite obliga- 
tion, and fupported by proper 
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penalties, or the directions would 
be without efleét, and efpecially 
after the apoftacy, would be held 
incontempt. Without a law with 
proper penalties men would be 
left entircly to their own inclina- 
tions, and in a ftate of perfeé an- 
archy and confufion. All wouid 
purtue the gratification of their 
own propenfities and paffions, 
without attention to obligation, 
or regard to the general good. 
There was no creature who had 
authority to give law to the world, 
none able to carry one into exc- 
cution, and none who could pro- 
vide any meafures to unite and 
harmonize the interefts and affec- 
tions of mankind, fo as to fecure 
their happinefs. God’s benevo- 
lence, his rights as creator, and 
the perfeétions of his nature for- 
bad him to leave them in a condi- 
tion fo deplorable. He therefore 
ordained a government over his 
creatures in which he confulted 
their good as well as his own glo- 
ry. Asit iswritten, “ And now, 
Ifrael, what doth the Lord thy 
God require of thee, but to fear 
the Lord thy Ged, to walk in 
his ways, and to love him, and 
to ferve the Lord thy God with 
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all thy heart, and with all thy foul, 
to keep the commandments of the 
Lord, and his itatutes which I 
command thee this day for thy 
rood ??? 

The laws which God has given 
are founded on the fimple princi- 
ple of impartial gooduefs. “Thou 
thalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, —and_ thy neigh- 
bor as thyfelf.” It is the plain 
defign of this law to direct us to 
fuch an holy love, as would ce- 
ment us together in union andhar- 
mony, as one heart and one foul, | 
united under one great head, the 
creator and benefactor of the 
whole.—It is often faid that God 
governs the world for his own 
glory. No doubt he does. He 
knows his fuperior excellency, 
and he demands a fupreme ref- 
pe&. And tie government which 
he exercifes reflects the higheft 
glory on himfelf, and mamifefts 
his goodnefs and exceilency to his 
creatures. 





| 
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on a level with ourfelves, are to 
be loved as ourfelves. Where this 
love has full poffeffion of the heart, 
there is no place left for any fel. 
fifh or partial affeétions. It is 
a fpirit of pure good will. 

It is neceffary further to re. 
mark, that this divine lawis fanc. 
tioned with penalties, equal to 
the evil of difobedience. Such 
as refift the authority of God, 
and reject his law, are to be cut 
off from his favor,. and excluded 


from all the bleffings which arife 


| from the fociety and fellowfhip of 





| tesiafinite mifchief. 


| 
| 


He is glorious in rul- | 


ing for the happinefs of his fub- | 


jects. The driplays of his good- 
nefs are the pvincipal fource of 
their happinefs, and he thus en- 
riches them with the knowledge 
of his perfections. But we are 
not to conceive that it is the pride 
of dominion that regulates his 
government. 
delights to sratify his benevo- 
lence by enriching his creatures 
with the benefit of the beft laws, 
and of knowing and confiding in 
his own oodnefs and perfection. 
The love which this law re- 
quires, a3 our principle of action, 
is expected to fill the whole heart, 
and tae forth in every direction. 
t is to govern all our conduct, 
in every relation towards God and 
man. God, becaufe he is intin- 
it.'y great and good, is to be ref- 
pe Bed with all our hearts, and 
sur fellow creatures, who-dtand 


thofe who adopt the harmonizing 
fpirit, which the law requires.— 
This difobedience, and the per- 
nicious fpirit of felfifhnefs, which 
is the oppofite of holy love, tends 
The difobe- 
dient are therefore fentenced to 
everlafting punifhment. This fen- 


| tence, duly executed, fupports the 


law, and fo benefits the obedient ; 
manifefts God's regard to his peo- 
ple, and glonfies his juftice.— 
Such is the moral government of 
God. ‘The law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy, and jutt, 


and good.’ 


Far otherwife: he | 





Let us now attend to God’s 
kingdom of grace, revealed in the 
gofpel, which may be called the 
fecond great department of divine 
government.—The apoftacy from 
God, and our difobedience to his 
law, gave occafion for this dif- 
penfation.—God beheld the world 
dead in trefpaffes and fins. ‘The 
law of God, his juflice, and. our 


guilt, demanded the execution of 


the penalty. God faw our cafe, 
that there was none to fave, none 
whocould render an atonement, no 
creature who could renter it juft 
that he fhould be the juitifier of tin- 
ners. And yet he faw, that this 
tnijphtbe dine} and his benevolence 
difp sofed him to refelve it fhould 
| be " ecuoenglithed. Chrift under- 
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took to render the atonement, 
and be a mediator. The Holy 
Spirit undertook to renew and 
{anctify the ele&t, and the Father 
gave unto the Son fo many as 
were neceflary, that he might fee 
of the travail of his foul and be 
fatisfied.—Here is a foundation 
jaid for God to exercife his mer- 
cy in the view of all his creatures, 
and for finners to become recon- 
ciled to God, and be reinftated 
in his favor. The terms, en which 
this falvation is offered, are a pen- 
itent, dutiful fubmiffion to God, 
and faith in Chriit.—The period 
for acceptance is limited to this 
life, and the whole is publifhed to 
man as matter of pure grace, 
and in the iffue, judgment will 
pafs according to our acceptance 
or rejection of the Redeemer. 

In this difpenfation, the law is 
-magnified and made honorable by 
the obedience and fufferings of 
‘Chriit, and is, if poffible, better 
eftablifhed, than if it had never 
been difobeyed, or than if-its curfe 
chad been direétly inflited on ev- 
ery tranfgreflor. God has aifo 
more fully manifefted to his crea- 
tures his wifdom, goodnefs, juf- 
tice, and mercy, than could otier- 
wife have been done in our world. 
AAIL his dutiful fubjects will have 
the everlafting benefit of thefe 
rich difcoveries of his glory.— 
In providing this falvation, an 
attonifhing facrifice was made, 
which will forever remain the 
wonder of heaven ;—God mani- 
feitin the flefh—tiving—fuffering 
—deipifed—dying, interceding for 
finners, and receiving them into 
favor!!! 

It fhould be noticed that the gof- 
pel,as well asthe law, has its threat- 
nings and penalties. The unbe- 
diever will not only be excluded 
from the benefit of grace, but his 

punifhment will be untfpeakably 
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enhanced by his reje&tion of the 
Sonof God. “ He that believ- 
eth not is condemned already, be- 
caufe he hath not believed in the 
name of the ouly begotten Son 
of Ged.”  Euch contempt of the 
mercy of Ged, and of his glorious 
Son, is infufferable, and cannot be 
palled over without making the 
guilty the moft awful examples of 
diftinguifhed wrath. 

It is a melarcholy confidera- 
tion, that this difpenfation of 
grace is rejected by our world.— 
All with one confent would be 
excufed from complying with its 
invitations. God therefore fends 
his Spirit, and renews whom he 
pleafes, and thus brings them to 
repentance and faith in Chrift. 
He fulils his engagements to 

hrift, and has mercy on whom 
he will have mercy.—This is the 
kingdom of grace; in this God 
reigns. He has taken it upon 
him to fhow mercy, and work 
wonders of love, and fo raife to 
himfelf a glorious kingdom from 
the ruiss of an apoftate world. 
By doing this, he greatly increaf- 
es the everlatting happinefs of his 
dutiful fubje@s in heaven, as well 
as on earth. They will forever 
rejoice the more exceedingly in 
him, en account of the difpenfa- 
tions of his grace. 

Tue third great depertment of 
divine government remains to be 
conlidered. This is a univerfal 
providence——a direétion of all 
worlds, things and events, fo that 
they may ali anfwer their end, in 
difplayiag God, and promoting 
the greateft bieflednefs of the uni- 
verfe. 

Creatures need fuch a provi- 
dence. The natural world necds 
to be managed for the production 
of food, raiment, health and com- 
fort, which depend on innuinera- 


ble things. The moral world 
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needs as much attention, in all its 
relations. The wrath of man 
muft praife God, and the remain- 
der of it be reftrained. There 
was no creature who had wifdom 
for this,—-none who had power, 
all were eq: ually feeble amd needy. 
But in God there is no want of 
power, orwifdom, or goodnefs ; he 
is infinitely furnifhed for the fole 
management of the whole. He 
will caufe all things to work to- 
gether for the good of them that 
love him, and fuffer nothing to 


take place, but in fubfervience to | 


the greateft happit iefs of all who 
unite in the caufe of holinefs.— 
This goverament of God extends 
to the moft minute events 5 no- 
thing takes place in vain ; the 
hairs of our heads are ali number- 
ed ; he clothes the grafs, and not 
a fparrow falls to-the ground 
without his netice and defign.— 
Flere is an infinite field of divine 
agency. He doeth his will in 
heaven above, and in earth be- 
neath. He hears the cries of 
young ravens, and his care is no 
lefs neccflary to the prefervation 
and bleffednefs of men and angels. 
This agency will produce an in- 
calculable fum of bleffednefs. This 
is the providence of God. 

We have now noticed the law, 
gofpel and providence of God. 
Tn all thefe adminiftrations the 
Lord reigns, from pure benevo- 
lence, put in exercife by the aétu- 
al neceffities of his creatures. It 
alfo appears, that the benefits 
which arife to his creatures from 
his government, are immenfe and 
will be continually increafing for- 
ever, and that he reigns only to 
promote and advance the public 

ood. 

It follows therefore, that his 
creatures have no reafons ever to 
difiruft and be jealous of him: 
There is no foundation for any of 
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thofe apprehenfions and conten. 
tions,a~vhich fo often arife between 
the rulers of this world and thei 
fubjects. How can any creature 
complain of God for fetting up his 
government and taking the char we 
of needy millions and millions up- 
on himfelf ? How can we com- 
plain of the adminiftrations of in- 
finite rectitude and benevolence ? 
On the other hand, 1s it not fur- 
priling, that every rational crea- 
ture is not filled with admiration 
and praife, and united in fenti- 
ments with the ancient faints, fay- 
ing, The Lord reigneth, let 
the earth rejoice, let the multitude 
of the ules be glad thereof ?” 

With what exceeding joy fhould 
we contemplate his abfolute fu- 
premacy, if we were not under 
the influence of an heart oppofed 
to benevolence, and regardlefs 
of the general good ? With what 
pleafure fhould we fubmit to hisdo- 
minion, obey his glorious law, ad- 
mire his wondrous grace and con- 
fide in his benevolent providence ? 

It is certainly far from all rea- 
fon, that there fhould be a fingle 
objection againft God or his do- 
minion. If i it fhould be laid afide, 
the immediate and total ruin of 
creation would enfue. It is this 
government, which puts happinefs 
within the reach of any intelligent 
beings, and it is peculiarly the 
kingdom of grace, which opens 
a way for this finful world to ef- 
cape deferved wrath, and be rein- 
ftated in the favor of God. Of 
all creatures, mankind are the far- 
theft, if poffible, from having 
any caufe to be diflatisfied with 
the government of God. 

It is certainly matter of praife, 
that notwithftanding all the abufe 
which God has received from this 
world, he will not withdraw his 
government from us, nor abandon 


the defigns of his grace. But let 
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his enemies meditate on thofe aw- 
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a private or perfonal good, as the 


— 


ful words of Chrift, «* Thofe mine | objec of purfuit and enjoyment. 


enemies, who would not that I 


fhould reign over them, bring 


them hither and flay them before 
me.” Thefe confiderations fhow 
us the proper grounds of refigna- 
tion. And teach us the propriety 
of what John relates, Rev. xix. 6. 
«© And I heard as it were the voice 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of a great multitude, and as the | 


— 


voice of many waters, and as the 


voice of mighty thunderings, fay- | 


ing, Alleluia: forthe Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. os 


DOULOS. 





Harmony of Chriftianity. 
(Continued from p. 182.) 
PART II. 


Experimental Religion. 
HRISTIANITY is a reli- 
gion of the heart. It has 
its feat in the views and affec- 
tions of the foul. “ With the 
heart man believeth unto right- 
eoufnefs.”” 

This however is not peculiar to 
‘hriftianity. It true of all 
other religions, believed and prac- 
tifed by men, ‘ Out of the a- 
bundance of the heart, the mouth 
fpeaketh.”? The words and ac- 
tions of men are the expreffions of 
the heart. All religion, whether 

true or falfe. is founded there. 
As the ftate of the heart ref- 
pecting religion, influences the 
practice, fo it receives its moral 
quality from the nature of the af- 
icftions. In the votaries of falfe 
religion, the affections are excited 
by religious conceptions which 

are falfe, or partial and unjult. 
The religion of the bible is ef- 
fentially different from all others, 
nm mM any part ticulars ; at prefent 

we notice that which Sellows. 
All other religions of which 
we have any knowledge, prefent 


is 


| 








‘Chriftianity prefents, to thofe 
who embrace it, that happinefs 
which is founded in the views of 
the higheft perfeétion and felicity 
of the ‘moral fyftem. To behold 
this, be a&ive in promoting it, 
and enjoy it, is the higheft {& ie. 
ty of a genuine Chriftian. The 
view already taken of doétrinal 
Chriftianity, clearly eftablifhes 
this truth. 

The manifeft contrariety be- 
| tween Chriftianity and other reli- 
gions, in this particular, to men- 
tion no cther at prefent, accounts 
for fome of the cbvious appear- 
ances among men. 

Falfe religion is agreeable to 
the depraved heart cf man, as it 
harmonizes with his felfifh affec- 
tions. 

Genuine Chriftianity is oppof- 
ed to all fuch affeCions, and a- 
dapted only to thofe which em- 
brace the public good, and are 
fpiritual, fupernatural and divine. 

The objects relithed and purfu- , 
ed by felfith men, excite averfion 
aud difruit to the fpirit of Chrif- 
tianity, and what hriftianity 
taites and enjoys is di ifagreeable 
tothe depraved, unfanctified heart. 
Thetruth of thefe obfervations is 
evident from the doctrines which 
have been ftated, from many fcrip- 
tural declarations, and from the 
hiftory of man. We fhall there- 
fore proceed to mention a few 
leading branches of experimental 
religion, as they exiltin the hearts 
of good men, in agreement with 
each other, and with doétrinal 
Chriftianity, of which regenera- 
tion may be confidered as the 
bafis. 

1. Reconciliation to God.— 


« The carnal mind is enmity a- 
gaint God.” All its moral ex- 


| crcifes are of this defcription, in 
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their tendency and iffue. They 
are the various modifications of 
felfith affeGtions; hencé the Deity, 
viewed as oppofed to their wicked 
purpofes, and determined to pun- 
ith fin, is the object of their aver- 
fion. 

Indeed, finners at eafe in Zion, 
and under the {miles of profperity, 
often think that they love God ; 
having fome conviction that their 
profperity is from him, they are 
pleafed, for ‘finners love thofe 
who love them.”? But in a reverfe 
of circumftances, they repine, and 
in effeét cal) him a hard matter ; 
and when the wicked are enlight- 
ened by the Spirit of God, fo as 
to perceive their danger and that 
God is angry with them and dif- 
pofed to punifh them, for their 
fins, it is common for their hearts 
to rife againft God, and they are 
full of the fenfible exercifes of en- 
mity againft him, becaufe he is 
oppofed to their finful courfe, 
and, as they believe, is determined 
to punifh them. ; 

This is abundantly evident from 
numerous cafes ; where the agency 
of the divine Spirit produces, in 
the confciences of finners, that 
conviction of jin and danger which 
is ulually previous to regeneration, 
as is known to all who have been 
converfant with perfons under 
what has been commonly called a 
preparatory work of the Spirit. 
Hence we learn the abfolutc ne- 
ceflity of a change of heart in the 
finner, in order to any right affec- 
tions. 

«« Except a man be born again 
he cannot fee the kingdom of 
God.”? The heart mutt be * cir- 
cumcifed to know the Lord,’’ and 
the law of God written in it, or 
it will never difplay the graces of 
Chriftianity. 

Reconciliation to God, pre- 
fuppofes the renewing agency of 
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the Holy Spirit, as do all Chriftian 


graces : This implies a conviGtion 
of the real character of God, as a 
holy and infinitely perfec being ; 
—of the perfeétions of his gov. 
ernment over man, and that it is 
fit he fhould do what he will with 
hisown. It alfo implies a conyic. 
tion that our oppofition to God 
is totally inexcufable, and that he 
is righteous in the punifhment of 
our tranfgreflions, according to 
his threatening. This conviction 
is attended with a fenfe of heart 
of the fpiritual beauty of his char- 
acter, and the moral perfection 
of his government, founded in 
firm belief of the truth and divin- 
ity of his word. 

In fuch views of divine objeCs, 
the mind refts in God, as an in- 
finite good, and worthy of the 
moft profound adoration. His 
moral and providential govern- 
ment eppear to a mind thus af- 
fected, to be divine, and worthy 
of the moft cordial approbation, 
and of fubmiffion and obedience 
from all 

The finner thus reconciled to 
God, judges and condemns him- 
felf for all his oppofition. He 
juitifies the divine government in 
its commands, threatenings and 
retributions, and defixes to be for- 
ever devoted tothe favor and fer- 
vice of God. 

2. This reconciliation involves 
repentance towards God, even 
“‘ repentance which is to falva- 
tion not to be repented of.” It 
correfponds to the moral perfec- 
tion of the divine charaCter and 
government, as exifling in the 
mind. He views perfonal tranf- 
greflions with averlion and felf- 
abafement, and approves the con- 
demnation ofthe guilty. While 
to be pardoned, fauctified and re- 
ftored to the favor and enjoyment 
of God, is viewed as the greatel 


' 
' 
; 
{ 
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ednceivable difplay of rich and 
fovereign grace. 

3. Juftifying faith is connected 
with repentance and reconciliation 
to God, and is highly effential in 
experimental Chriftianity. This 
confifts in a belief of the gofpel, 
founded on the teftimony of God 
concerning Jefus Chrift, as media- 
tor between God and man; a 
cordial acquiefcence in the gofpel 
method of falvation, and humble 
truft in Chrift for acceptance with 
God. 

According to the gofpel, thofe 
who believe in Chrift, are fo uni- 
ted to him that they are confid- 
ered and treated by God as his 
feed, and admitted to the greateft 
favors on his account ; and as a 





teftimeny of the Father’s good | 
pleafure in him, they are pardon- | 
ed and juftified, and made heirs of 
eternal life through him. 

This faith implies all which has 


been mentioned as contained in 





reconciliatian to God, and re- 
pentance for fin. It agrees to 
the doctrines of the mediation 
and atonement of Chrift, and to 
that of the finner’s ftate of con- 
demnation in himfelf, and his per- 
ifhing need of fuch a Saviour. 

It illuftrates and confirms the 
do&trine of regeneration and of 
the free and fovereign grace of 
God in the falvation of finners. 

Regeneration is known by 
the effects produced. Thefe ef- 
fe&ts are thofe Chriftian experi- 
ences which have been mentioned, 
together with all other graces of 
the Spirit. x 

This truth is illuftrated by our 
Saviour in the parable of the fow- 
er ; inhis fimilitude of the good 
tree and the evil one and their re- 
{pe€tive fruits; for as all trees pro- 
duce their own proper fruit and 


acer qs are <n 





not that of another, even fo the 
fpirit of the world and the fpirit 


of Chriftianity produce their. dif- 
ferent and oppofite effeéis in the 
hearts and lives of their refpe€tivé 
fubjedts. 

The immediate effe& produced 
in the heart by regeneration is an 
enlarged and fublime fpirit, a mind 
inclined to purfue the good of thé 
moral fyftem, in diftin@tion from 
all felfith and perfonal objeés, and 
to reft in that good as its portion. 

This is exemplified in all thé 
graces of Chriftianity. Inthe view 
of the fulnefs of God, it is fu- 
preme love to him and apptoba- 
tion of his government. In the 
contemplation of our own char- 
acter it is repentance and humility. 
Refpe&ting the gofpel it is divine 
faith. Asit terminates on the 
people of God it is brotherly love; 
to the miferable it is mercy ; to 
the afflicted it is pity ; to the wick- 
ed it is forrow and good wifhes ; 
to enemies it is forgivenefs and 
prayer for their beft good. Un- 
der divine chaftifements it is hu- 
mility and fubmiffion; in affliction 
and diftrefs it is fubmiflive pa- 
tience ; in danger it is humble con 
fidence in God; in profperity it is 
thankful joy, in divine goodnefs, 
in the afflictions of others it is 
fympathy and prayer; in their 


| profperity it isjoy and the good 


becomes common. 

In contemplating the bleffed 
and holy exereifes of heaven and 
the emptinefs and vanity of earth, 
it is weanednefs from the world 
and heavenly mindednefs. In the 
contemplation of our own vilenefs 
and the excellence of divine things 
it is ardent longing for conformi- 
ty to God. 

In view of his infinite fulnefs, 
and of human guilt and nothing- 
nefs and of the univerfal aad pei- 
fect covernment of God, and that 
the final iffue of all prefent evil 
will be good, that the wrath of 

















man fhall praife the Lord, andthat 
he will refirain the remainder of 
wrath, it is rejoicing in God. 
This happy exercife which is be- 
gun by faints on earth, will be 
complete and eternal in heaven. 

Enough has been faid on ex- 
perimental religion to fhew its 
confiftence with itfelf, the har- 
mony of its parts with each other, 
and with the doGrines of Chrif- 
tianity. We proceed, laftly to 
confider the leading branches of 
practical religion, and mark their 
agrecment with each other, and 
with Chriflianity as it exiits in the 
doétrines of the bible and thc cx- 
perience of Chriftians. 


PART III. 
Pradical Chrifianity. 


THE practical duties of 
Chriflianity evince the tendency 
of its doctrines ; they exemplify 
the inward exercifes of experimen- 
tal religion, and they confift in 
keeping the commandments cf 

od. 

The do@trines of the bible con- 
cerning that original, independent 
and eternal being, prefent him to 
the mind as poflefled of iniinite 
moral perfection, the creator and 
proprietor of the world and of 
man, the rightiul Lord of ail, 
and the only proper object of all 
religious worthip and adoration, 
and worthy of unreferved obedi- 
ence and fubmiffion from his cre- 
atures. 

Experimental Chrittianity clear- 
ly fupports the dovines refpect- 
ing the fulnefs of God, and his 
relations to man, and the fitnefs 
of his univerfal government. 

Practical Chrittianity coniifts in 
the exhibition of this doCtrine in 
a courfe of actions conformed to 
the divine commands. It is the 
exprefiion of the hea:t in the cx- 
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ternal acts of divine worfhip, and 
in keeping God’s commands, 

It confifts in doing that which 
the doétrines of {cripture and the 
experience of good men agree in 
afferting ought to be done. The 
commands of Chriftianity are its 
doétrines and the experiences of 
Chriitians, cloathed in the garb of 
divine authority, a conformity to 
thefe is practical Chriftianity. 

Divine faith is an effential part 
of experimental Chriftianity ; it 
refts on the fcripture doétrine of 
redemption by Chriit. In prac- 
tice, it is the work of faith and 
labor of love. Faith overcomes 
the world, and teaches the believ- 
er to live above it, and have his 
converfation in heaven while he 
dwelleth on the earth. 

The geuuine Chriltian « look- 
eth not at the things which are 
feen, but at the things which are 
not feen.” 

The doéirines of Chrittianity 
uniformly teach, that the honor of 
God and the beft good of his 
kingdom ought to regulate our 
actions and purfuits, in diltine- 
tion from all private and perfonal 
confiderations. Aud ts it not true 
that the real Chriftian “ looketh 
not on his own, but the things 
which are jefus Clrifl’s ?” and 
“ docth to othcrs ashe would 
that others fliould do to him ’” 
and doil: not * the grace of God 
which bringeth falvation, teach 
the fubjecis of it, to deny all 
ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, 
and to live feberly, righteoufly 
and godly inthe prefent world ?” 

‘The holy fcriptures abundantly 
teach us that it will avail nothing 
to the falvation of the foul to 
“ call Chrift Lord, Lord, if we 
do not the things which he 
Ce fa 

The duties of Chriftianity cor- 
refpond to our various relations te 
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God and man, and are the ex- 
ternal expreffions of thofe inter- 
nal emotions and affeétions which 
conftitute experimental Chritti- 
anit®. 


(To be continued. ) 


Love to the Houfe of God. 
HE childrenof Ged, haveal- 


ways cfteemed public wor- 
{hip an high honor and great priv- 
ilege ; and, a duty, by no means 
to be neglected. King David 
was in a kind of ecttacy, when 
the people called on him to attend 
the public worfhip of God. J 
was glad, faidhe, when they faid 
unto me, Let us go into the houfe of 
the Lord. Our feet fhall fland 
within thy gates, O Ferufalem. 
Ferufalem is built as a city, that is 
compad together : whither the tribes 
go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto 
the teftimony of Lfrael, to give 
thanks unto the name of the Lord. 

My defiga is, to confider fome 
of the reafons, for which God’s 
children are glad to go into the 
houfe of the Lord ; or, why they 
love his public worfhip. And 
then fhall make fome obfervations, 
on the manner, in which they will 
manifeft fuch refpect. 

Let it then be remarked, in the 
firft place, that good men love to 
go to the houfe of the Lord, be- 
caufe it is, in a fpecial fenfe, the 
place of his honor and of bis di- 
vine prefence. When Solomon 
had made an end of prayer, at the 
dedication of the temple, fire 
came down from heaven, and con- 
fumed the burnt-oflering and the 
facrifices ; and the glory of the 
Lord filled the houfe: and the 
children of If{racl bowed them. 
felves to the ground on the pave- 
ment, and worlhipped and praifed 
the Lord. Andhe anfwered Sol- 
omon—Now.mine eyes fhall bz open, 
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and mine ears attend unto the prayer 
that is made in this place. Inthe 
congregations of his faints, God, 
ufually, gives fome manifeftations 
of his gracious prefence, by awa- 
kening and convincing finners, or 
by enlightening, correcting, gui- 
ding, comforting and ftrengthen- 
ing his children. And, fome- 
times, his prefence is remarkably 
evident, that all may fee, reverence 
and adore him. 

Such was often the cafe, when 
Aaron, in his pontifical robes, as 
a type of Chrift, led the people 
of Ifracl to the door of the taber- 
nacle, to receive anfwers, and to 
take orders from Jehovah, from 
betweenthe cherubim. Such was 
the cafe, at the dedication of the 
temple, as cited above. Such 
was the cafe, on the day of pen- 
tecoft, when, under the preach- 
ing of the apoftles, more than 
three thoufands of fouls were ad- 
ded to the church. Such, blef- 
fed be God, has been the cafe, 
in many churches and congrega- 
tions, in this and the neighboring 
ftates, for fome years paft. God, 
indeed, has often been manifeft ia 
our worfhipping affemblies. Je- 
fus Chrift has, in many inftances, 
been found walking in the midit 
of his golden candlefticks, the 
churches which he has redeemed 
and bought with his own blood, 
And he has given us abundant rea- 
fon to believe, that he views them 
his crown of rejoicing ; and will 
always be asa wall of fire round 
about them, and a glory in the 
midft of them. 

True it is, Chrift’s glory and 
prefencée are not always thus evi- 
dent ; yet, we muft not conclude, 
that he neglects his worlhipping 
people : The promife of his prei- 
ence, is fure to them that meet in 
his name, evento two or three ; 
and is often communicated to them 
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an various gifts and graces. And 
y were we intent on our duty, as 
we ought to be, his prefence, 
doubtlefs, would be very manifelt 
in our worhhipping  affemblies. 
But, alas! our coldnefs and inat- 
tention, too often, difhonor him ; 
and provoke him to hide ltis face 
from us. 

It is alfo to be remembered, 
that as the houfe of the Lordisa 
place of the divine seilnice ; fo 
1s it of receiving divine honors 
from his people. The focial wor- 
fhip of faints confers fpecial hon- 
or on Chrifl; It confeffes him 
before men, and acknowledges 
the grace of God in the redemp- 
tion of a loft world. And thus 
the houfe of the Lord is, a {pe- 
cial fenfe, the place where his 
honor dwelleth. 

An aflembly of believers, in 
the aét of folemn werthip, give 
the moft glorious difplay of God’s 
honor that can be given by mor- 
tals, onearth. They are saieata! 
ed by Chrift—fanctified by his 
Spirit—fubjected to his will—and 
living mouuments of his praife. 
As ‘fach, worlhipping in {pirit 
and in truth, they difplay the 
honor and grace of God, beyond 
any thing to be feen, on this fide 
the employ ments of faints made 
perfect. As Aaron, in all his 
pontifical robes, led the tribes of 
Ifrael up to the tabernacle, and 
prefented their offerings to Jcho- 
vah ; fo, Jefus Chrift, the Great 
High Pricf of our profeffion, 
gocs before his people, as a fun 
and fhield, in all their worfhip : 
And, adding his divine incenfe to 
their fpiritual facrifices, he pre- 
fents them to the eternal Father, 
for his acceptance. 

In fuch acts of focial worhhip, 
all the attributes of deity are ex- 
hibited to us, and acknowledged 
N andadored by us. Here, we fee 


P eee ee 


+- 


SoHE TEE le 


~-_ 





Love to the Honfe of God. 





(Dec. 


finners convinced, and born unto 
God ; and faints edified and built 
up in their holy faith. Here, we 
learn how the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Chrift. 
Here, we fee the church adorn- 
ed, as a bride, for her nuptials to 
the Lord. Here, we fee Jefus 
crowned with honor and glor 
and anomted with the.oil of glad- 
nefs above his fellows. 

Tow is it poffible for men, not 
to love the houfe ym Lord ! 
How can they fhut their eyes 

again{ft the furpaffing beauty, and 

glory, and honor of Chrift in his 
church! Had we a temper of 
love and obedience to God; or 
any conformity of heart to his 
chara@ter, we fhould rejoice to be 
where his honor dwelleth—we 
fhould long and thirft to fee his 
power and glory, in the affem- 
blies of his people. 

Another reafon, why good men 
love to go into the houfe of the 
Lord, is, that the church, with 
Chrift at its head, is a pillar and 
ground of the truth, "The chil- 
dren of truth love to be in the 
way of truth. Believers know 
the mind of Chrift, in an eminent 
manner and degree. They have 

nundlion from the Holy One and 
know all things : His Spirit, in 
them, teftifies to the truth, as it 
isin Jefus ; and they feel and 
know the truth of the gofpel. 
We read, Great is the myflery of 
godlinc{s 3 God was manifeft in the 
fich, jufiified in the Spirit, feen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed onin the world, received 
up into glory. Thefe are funda- 
mental and diltinguifhing doctrines 
of Chriftianity : They are writ- 
tenon the heart, and brought in- 
to the practice of all God’s chil- 
dren. By meeting and confer- 











ring together, they find they have 
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the like evidences of grace ; and 
the fame fpirit of holinefs—that 
they love the fame things, feck 
the fame things, and entertain a 
like hope of eternal life, through 
faith in Chrift. In thefe things, 
they have fellowfhip with the Fa- 
ther, and the Son, and one with 
another: And fo, feel that they 
have one common intereft, and a 
near and dear relation. TThefe 
difcoveries make communion{weet, 
and excite them to meet in focial 
worfhip, which enlightens the un- 
derilauding, informs the judg- 
ment, invigorates faith, and 
warms the afiections. 

Thus, believers, the church of 
Chrilt are a kind of repoftitory of 
the gofpel doctrines. ‘he Spirit 
imprints and feals gofpel truths 
on their hearts and affections ; 
and they become fupporters of the 
truth, in oppofition to the errors 
and herefies, which wicked men 
utter againft the holy religion of 
Jefus. And by bringing thefe 
truths into a¢tual practice, they 
are lights in the world, holding forth 
the word of life; and ftand as 
monumental pillars of the truth, 
giving thelieto feofling infidels, 
and toall that oppofe the grace 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift. ‘They 
are witnefles for God, that he is 
good and gracious ; and that if 
any perifh, it will be their own 
fault. 

This confideration is a ftrong 
motive, with good men, to go in- 
to the houfe of the Lord.— 
There are but two claffes of men 
in the world, friends and enemies of 
God. Is it not defirable to be 
among his friends, and to unite 
with them in prayer and praife to 
the God of our lives, and the giv- 
er of all our mercies ? Is it not de- 
irable to fland with them as a pil- 
lar of the truth ; and with one voice, 
«and one heart, warn a finful world 
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of their danger and of their du- 
ty ? Certainly, are we friends to 
God and Chrift, we rejoice to 
meet with his church, and with 
them, fet our feal to the truth, 
that God is righteous. 

This, again, reminds me, that 
the public worhhip of God, is 
pleafant to all that love him. Af- 
ter a feafon of labor and toil, it 
is pleafant to retire to our clofets, 
and meditate on {piritual and eter- 
nal things——to examine our title to 
the mheritance of faints; and to 


| go, like Mofes, into the Mount, 


_and take a view of the promifed 





land. And while our affeétions 
were warm in heavenly medita- 
tion, would it not rejoice our 
hearts, to hear our neighbors fay, 
Come, let us go into the houfe of the 
Lord, to fee his beauty, and to in- 
quire in his temple ? 

The focial worfhip of faints, is 
« beginning of the employments, 
and a foretaite of the enjoyments 
of the kingdom of glory. Have 
we no pleafure in the worfhip of 
God, in his earthly temples ; we 
have reafon to fear, that we fhall 
never join the fociety of faints, in 
his temple, which is above. Love 
to public worthip, is an high evi- 
dence of love to God ; and ofa 
meetnefs for the fociety of faints 
and angels. Agreeably to which, 
David faid, Lord J have loved the 
habitation of thy houfe, and the place 
where thine honor dwelleth. Gath- 
er not my foul with finners. The 
fellowfhip of faints, in focial wor- 
fhip, warms the heart with love 
to God, and love to man; and 
fets their affections on things a- 
bove, that they are ready to cry 
out, How amiable are thy taber- 
nacles, O Lord of hofts! Bleffed are 
they who dwell in thy houfe: they 
will be fill praifing thee. 

And it is worthy of remark, 
further, that as public worfhip 1s 





























































































' 

















t 
4] 
; 
| 
> 

ij 


7 
* 
‘ 





212 Love to the Houfe of Ged. [Dec. 


pleafant to all good men ; fo is it, | of the Lord, is a refuge in peri. 
very acceptable to God.—This is | lous times, and feafons of fpiritu- 
evident from the confideration, | al darknefs. Nothing, in this 
that he appointed a focial wor- | world, will make hell tremble, 


fhip, for the Jews, in the morn- | and check the fcoffs of infidels, 


ing and evening facrifice—on the | like the united prayer of God’s 
fabbath, and on numerous days of | people in his houfe. They are 
feafting and falling. So Chrift, | the falt of the earth. For their 
his apoitles, and followers con- | fake, God bears with the wicked 
ftantly obferved the fabbath ; and | and withholds his judgments, for 
often met, on other occafions, for | a feafon. For their fake, he cuts 
focial worfhip. off the enemies of the crofs, and 
And it is obfervable, that God, | punifhes the wickednefs of the 
frequently, fignified his pleafure, | times. For this caufe, all good 
on fuch occafions, by fhewing his | people love the houfe of the Lord, 
glory in the tabernacle, or by a | and delight in focial worfhip. 
voice from the mercy-feat: And I will now make fome obferva- 
in the days of Chriftian worfhip, | tions on the manner, in which, 
by various gifts and graces; and | they will manifeft fuch love and 
by the faving operations of his | refpeét to the houfe of God. 
Holy Spirit. They will feek a convenient 
And it is deferving of notice, | place, and a decent houfe, for the 
that when God promifed any pe- | habitation of the Lord of Hofts. 
culiar bleffings to his people, he, | Like David, they will be atha- 
gencrally, added the privilege of | med, that the Lord fhould be the 
his houfe. ‘hus, when he prom- | laft and poorett ferved. 
ifed to increafe his church, by the | They will, alfo, with much 
acceffion of the Gentiles, he faid, | prayer and carefulnefs, provide 
the flocks of Keder, and the rams | {ome one to minilter in holy things. 
of Nabaioth fkall come up with ac- | They will look to it, that he come 
ceptance on mine altar, and I will; in by the door—that he be called 
glorify the houfe of my glory. So, | as was Aaron and that, like Paul 
again, fpeaking of the privilege | and Barnabas, he be fet apart to 
of his houfe, God promifed it | God’s fervice, by prayer, fatting 
fhould be general without refpe& | and laying on of the hands of the 
of perfons, Bleffed is the man that | pretbytery. Itis not every one 
Reepeth my fabbath from polluting it. | that runs, but he who runs order- 
The fons of the firanger, that join | ly, that God approves.—Our Sa- 
themfelves to the Lord, to ferve him | viour was pleafed to appoint an or- 
and to love the name of the Lord, | der of priecithood in his church, 
to be bis fervants, every one that | and will never forfake it, Lo, faid 
keepeth the fabbath from polluting it, \ he, I am with you always, even 
and taketh hold of my covenant : | unto the end of the world. Who- 
even them will I bring to my holy | ever comes not in this order, re- 
mountain, and make them joyful in | filteth the gofpel of Chrift, and 
mine houfe of prayer : their Lurat- \ has no promife of the divine prel- 
offerings and their facrifices fall be | ence and blefling. The friends of 
accepted onmine altar ; for mine honfe | God’s houfe, therefore, will take 
Jeall be called an houfe of prayer | heed whom they receive, and to 
for all people. whom they bid God /peed. 
' Imay alfo add, that the hou/e | They will alio, maintain a pru- 
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dent difcipline in the church ; and 
provide all things neceflary, fora 
regular adminiftration of fpecial 
ordinances, that God may g/orify 
the houfe of bis gliry. na word, 
they will provide for, and fupport 
the gofpel miniftry in order and 
decency, for comfort and edifica- 
tion to themfelves and others. 

The friends of public worfhip, 
will live in expectation of fuch 
feafons, and meet them rejoicing. 
They pay the morning and eve- 
ning facrifice in a focial worfhip, 
and meet the fabbath with delight. 
—When we expeét the arrival of 
fome dear friend, we keep the 
time in mind, and itand ready to 
receive him: fo the friends of 
God’s houfe, keep the fabbath in 
mind ; and will not fuffer their 
fecular affairs to intrude on holy 
time. They endeavor, as far as 
in them lies, to fanctify to God, 
all feafons of focial worfhip, with- 
out deceit and without hypocrify. 

Nor will any thing, fhort of 
works of neceflity and mercy, de- 
tain them from the place and em- 
ployments they love-—Thev will 
endeavor to be, where God and 
their eternal intereft call them. 
A. flight indifpofition, a little rain, 
or, any thing that would not de- 
tain them from bulinefs and 
amufements, ona week-day, will 
appear a pitiful excufe, for detain- 
ing them from God’s bufinefs, 
on the fabbath, or, on any con- 
venient feafon of focial worfhip. 

Nor will an affront from a 
neighbor, or from any body of 
men, Getain us from public wor- 
fhip and divine inttitutions, if we 
really love the houfe of God. 
‘he Chriftian temper is charity 
and forgivenefs. And, perhaps, 
my neighbor did not inteid to af- 
front me: butif he did, muit I weeds 


abufe him, becaufe he abufed me? 


mult I injure myfelf and infult 


my God, becavfe 2 man has inju- 
red me ? In vain we talk of our 
religion, while we aét on fuch 
motives ! 

Yes, fays one, but I difapprove 
of our minier—I am not edified 
by him—lI can read better fer- 
mons at home.—Granted. But 
has not God, in his infinitely wife 





providence, made this provilion ? 
And is he not more likely to fend 
ableffing on his ordinances, and 
in his own way, than in yours? 
And who fhall dare to refiit him, 
or to preferibe a better way ?— 
Such excufes may harden the 
heart againft God and religion, 
but are not to be juttified. 

Thofe who love God, and are 
| confcientious in his worfhip, abhor 
| and deteft all fuch excufes : and 
willendeavor, by conitant precept 
| and example, to recommend the 
| obfervance of the fabbath. As 
| lights in the worid, they will hold 
| 





forth the word of life, that oth- 
ers may fee and glorify God. 

I obferve this once more, that 
they who love the worfhip of God’s 
houle, will ftudy after brotherly 
love and unity.—** A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, that 
ye /ave one another, as UL have lov- 
ed you. By sis fhall all men 
know that ye are my difciples.” 
Brotherly love is a Chriftian tem. 
per: andthey who love the houfe 
of the Lord, will manifeft it. 
The friends of Chrift are peace- 
makers ; and endeavor to walk in 
the unity of the fpirit, in the 
bond of peace. They have fel- 
lowfhip with Clirift, and one with 
| another: his caufe is their caufe ; 
and his intereft their intereft. Par- 
ty fpirit and divilions in fociety, 
are grievous to good men: they 
gender itrife and debate, four the 
temper and unfit for God’s fervice, 
ineither party. Such things are 
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of the latter day herefies. We 
are commanded to avoid them, 
and to attend to the /ure word of 
prophecy : if any fay, lo, here; 
or lo, there, believe them not. 
We muft try their fpirit by the 
word of God ; and not by our 
darkened reafon : Philofophy, will 
never lead us unto God and eter- 
nal life. 

Thofe who love the houfe of 
God, will adhere to this rule ; 
and by the fure word of prophecy 
will heal divifions, and deftroy 
the works of darknefs ; and fo, 
ftrenghten the brotherhood in 
knowledge, faith and love. They 
will not, willingly, leave or dif- 
turb a church and congregation, 
where they have unitedly ferved 
God: nor will they fuffer it in 
others. As living flones, they are 
built up a fpiritual houfe, and will 
not be feattered. As a chofen 
generation, they fhew forth the 
praifes of him, that called them 
out of darknefs into his marvellous 
light, and therefore, follow after 
charity. 

It will be perceived, that I 
have delignedly confined my ob- 
fervations to the religions bercfit 
‘and pious pleafures of God’s chil- 
dren, in public worhip. Men of 
the world may refpeét public wor- 
fhip for its mora! and political in- 
fluence on fociety ; but good 
men do more, they love it for its 
own fake—for its religious bene- 
fits and pious pleafures. 

Many ufeful remarks might be 
made on this fubje¢t ; but 1 mutt 
only obferve, that profeffors need 
clofely examine themfelves, as to 
the ground, on which, they pro- 
fefs to love the houfe of God. If 
they find not fuch views and feel- 
ings in public worfhip, and fuch 
expreilions of them, as recited a- 
ove, they have reafon to fear they 
are no better, and do no more 
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than others, even publicans and 
finners. If they be, indeed, chil. 
dren, they will not be eafy and 
contented in public worfhip, un- 
lefs they feel the power of reli. 
gion, and fee the beauty of the 
Lord, as well, as inquire in his 
temple. Neglect of public wor- 
fhip, or inattenton in it, are dark 
figns: and do, at leaft, argue 
{mall degrees of grace, and too 
great indifference, as to further 
attainments. I fpeak here, of 
allowed neglect and inattention : 
for the mott upright profeffor has 
feafons, in which, he has caufe to 
cry, My leannefs, my leannefs. 
But if he can feel contented in 
any degree of fpiritual attain- 
ments, fhort of perfeétion, he has 
but moderate love to God and 
divine things. Let profeffors think 
on this. 

Profeffors, by neglect of public 
worfhip, injure themfelves and 
difhonor God.—They fee none, of 
| his divine honor, as difplayed in 
| his houfe ; nor bear any part in 
beflowing honor upon him--They 
publicly refufe to iland as pillars 
of the truth ; and to confefs 
Chrift before men—They tura 
their backs on the proteétion of 
God’s houfe, which he offers 
them, again{t the world, the fleth 
and the devil—They lofe the 
' pleafures and comforts, which 
God’s people feel, when, with 
united hearts and voices, they ad- 
drefs the throne of grace—They 
practically, contemn God’s au- 
thority ; and virtually, deny their 
allegiance to Chrift, his king in 
Zion. 

Thus they join with the wick- 
ed to difhonor God and religion-— 
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others—and become abettors of 
infidelity and loofe morals. —Ma- 
ny, not diftinguifhing between 
principles, and the irregular walk 





they fet a bad example before 
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of profeffors, firft doubt of the re- 
ality of religion ; and foon de- 
nounce the whole a cheat.—In 
this, they are awfully left of God 
—they become fit fubjects for 
the temptations of Satan—and he 
will not be idle. Having no good 
moral principles within, they lie at 
the control of their paffions—rea- 
fon is unheeded and confcience 
is filent—good is their evil and 
evil their good. 

Thefe are the natural and actu- 
al confequences of the neglect and 
abufe of public worfhip : and 
coming through the medium of 
God’s children, they difhonor 
God and religion, much more 
than all that the enemies of the 
crofs could do without them. 

This confideration calls loudly 
on us, as profeffors, to confider 
our ways—* to be watchful and 
ftrengthen the things which re- 
main that are ready to die.”,>—Do 
we reverence divine authority— 
are we wife to feek our own hap- 
pinefs, for time and eternity—and 
do we defire a plentiful outpour- 


ing of the Holy Spirit, on our | 


churches and congregations, we 
fhall long to fee the beauty of the 
Lord, and inquire in his temple 
—we fhail conftantly take our 
families to the houfe of the Lord 
on his fabbath; and lead them 
daily to the throne of grace, in 
the morning and evening facrifice. 

This is our duty. And we 
have no reafonable excufe for neg- 
let: the means are eafy—the 
work is pleafant—and the end will 
be glorious. In the exercife of 
focial worthip, if not wanting to 
ourfelves, we fhall mect with God 
—learn our duty—obtain com- 
fort—eftablith our hearts in the 
faith and myltery of the gofpel ; 
and thus, grow more and more 
into the divine likencfs—we {hall 
fet a good example before others, 


and lift up a mighty flandard a- 
gainit infidelity. In this, God’s 
glory, and our happinefs are uni- 
ted. Let us then act in charac- 
ter, and walk worthy of our vo- 
cation in the gofpel. Andif we 
are faithful to God and ourfelves, 
| in public worfhip and focial pray- 
| er, we may defy all the arts of 
| hell and earth to feparate us from 
| Chrift ; or to diffolve order in fo- 
ciety. But it mutt not be for- 
| gotten, that in all thefe things, 
we are wholly dependent on the 
| aids of the Holy Spirit, for light 
-and ftrength. Let us, therefore, 
_ in every thing, by prayer and fup- 
plication, with thankfgiving, make 
known our requeils unto God— 
His grace will be fufficient for us. 
‘ ISRAEL, 








On the imperfed flate of holy affec- 


tions in young converis. 

FE find in the bible many 

paflages, which {peak of 
the kingdom of God, reprefenting 
it as being exceedingly {mall in 
its origin, but increating gradu- 
ally, till it finally abforbs all oth- 
| ers in itfelf. In one place it is 
compared to a ftone cut out of 
the mountain without hands, 
which afterwards became a great 
mountain and filled the whole 
earth : In another, to a grain of 
muttard feed, which, it is faid, is 
the {malleft of all feeds, but when 
itis fown, aad is fprung up, it 
becomes a great tree, in the bran- 
ches of which the fowls of the air 
may lodge. Although thefe re- 
prefentations primarily refpect the 
kingdom of our Redeemer in the 
world, yet we may doubtlefs with 
propriety confider them, as being 
equally applicable to the kingdom 
of grace in the heart of each indi- 
vidual member ; and as fuggeit- 
ling this general idea, that the 
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kingdom of grace or real holiaefs 
is at firlt exceedingly {mall in the 
hearts of Chriftians, though by a 
gradual increafe it finally fills the 
whole heart, and fubdues every 
thing to itfelf.— The truth of this 
idea, however, that holinefs is at 
firft fo exceedingly fmall, does not 
reft entirely on fuch a dubious ap- 
plication of f{eripture, but is ful- 
ly evident from feveral other con- 
fiderations :—as, 

1. Chrittians may continue to 
grow in grace many years, and 


yet be far from a {late of perfec- | 


tion. That Chrilitians ordinarily 
grow in grace is plain from many 
paflages in fcripture : “I'he path 
of the juft” we read ‘ fhineth 
more and more until the perfect 
day”’—and, “the water, that [ 
fhall give him,” fays our Saviour, 
¢ fhall be in him, a wel! of water 
{pringing up into oon lating 

life.” It is equally plain, alto, 
that after a long life of growth in 
grace Chriftians are very imper- 
fet : Many years after his con- 
verfion, theapottle Paul could fay, 
6 O wretched man that Iam, who 
fhail deliver me from the body of 
this death??? And this perfectly 
agrees with Chriltian experience : 
After the longeft life {pent in the 
fervice of God, under the great- 
eft advantages, and with the molt 
unwearied applicati ion, Chrittians 
invariably find, that their holy af- 
feiions are flill in a very imper- 


fe ftate. And how could this 


be, unlefs thefe holy affections | t 


were at firll exceedingly {mal}. 
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2. As Chriftians grow in grace | 


they ufually grow in a fenfe of 


their own finfulnefs. Our Sa- 


viour taught, “if any man fhouid | 


put his hand to the plough and 
look back, he would not be fit 
for the kingdom of God ;” there- 
by teaching us to be prepared for 
unexpected trials, as well proba- 
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ly from within ourfelves as from 
without. And the moft flriking 
expreffions of a fenfe of finful. 
nefs, which are recorded in the 
bible, came from perfons, who 
had made confiderable progrefs in 
a holy life. Job, after his trials 
had proved the reality and holy 
nature of his religion, fay 8, I 
abhor myfelf and repent as in duft 
and athes:’’ Ifaiah, after being 
favored with fome remarkable dif. 
coveries of the majeity of God, 
cries out, ** woe is me, for | am 
a man of unclean lips:” And 
Paul, after many years diligent 
profiting im the fchool of Chiitt, 
exclaims, * O wretched man that 
Iam, who fhall deliver me fron 
the body of this death?” And 
with this agrees the experietices 
of Chriltians im all ages: They 
are at firtt ready to think, that 
the victory is accomplished, but 
they foon learn, that they have 
but juft entered the contell.— 
Now if this be true, muil it not 
be, that they at firit eftimated 
their comparative finfulnefs very 
erroneoufly ? That their finful- 
nefg was much greater than they 
fuppofed, and, on the coutrary, 
the kingdom of grace much {mall- 
er? This argument receives ad- 
ditional force from this confider- 
ation, that, during all this time, 
in which this finfulnefs had beew 
apparently inc reahng 1 in their own 
view, they had been, perhaps, in 
fat growing in grace; fo that 
the kingdom of grace in -their 
hearts was, perhaps, never greater, 
than when they have the greateit 


| fenfe of their own finfulnefs. How 


exceedingly imall, then, mutt it 
have been at firft? How fitly is it 
compared to a grain of muttard 
feed ?— 

But how, it is afked, does this 


agree with the appearance of 


young converts ? Are not their 


aa emt mgtain 9 


t 
c 
‘ 
: 


1802. ] 


thoughts and affections fixed moft 
on fpiritual things at firft? Is not 
their zeal and engagednefs in re- 
digion, then, the greateit ? And 
how is this confiftent with the 
idea, that their holy affections 
are fo exceedingly fmall ?—In 
anfwer to this enquiry, the fol- 
lowing things may be obferved. 
1. The peculiar fituation of 
young converts puts a remarkable 
check upon their finfulinclinations. 
This is evidently the cafe under 
conviétion: The courfe of their 
condu& is then totally altered. 
Much of their time is now fpent 
in reading the word of God, in 
calling upon him in prayer, in at- 
tending religious meetings, and 
in converfing or reflecting upon 
the concerns of eternity ; and this 
change is not the effeé&t of any re- 
al holinefs of heart, but merely of 
thofe views, which they now have 
of themfelves, and their fituation. 
Thefe views give a prefent check 
to all their finful inclinations, and 
make them appear almoft totally 
different perfons, from what they 
were before. And may it not be, 
that the influence of this check 
continues for a confiderable time, 


after the kingdom. of grace has | 
been fet up intheir hearts ? May | 


not, therefore, a confiderable por- 
tion of their attention to things 
of areligious nature be confidered 
as the effeét of this check, rather 
than the fruit of real holinefs ? 

2. The recent and remarkable 
deliverance, which they have ex- 


perieneed, is fuch as muit have a | 


peculiar influence upon their nat- 
ural feelings, and produce, in this 


way, much of the appearance of | 


true religion. If we have been in 
any great temporal danger, and 
experienced a remarkable deliver- 
ance, it always has a great effect 
upon our feelings and conduct. 
We rejoice exceedingly in our de- 
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liverance, are exceedingly thank- 
fulto our deliverer, and are very 
ready to make him fome grateful 
return ; And, why fhould not a 
deliverance from eternal danger, 
by the power of God, have a 
fimilar effect ? Chriftians are fanc- 
tified but in part, much felfifhnefs 
{till remains in them, and, there 
fore, may we not well fuppofe 
that a confiderable part of their 
apparent love for God, and enga+ 
gednefs.in his fervice, is the fruit 
of felfifhnefs, rather than of true 
benevolence ? 

3- The firft zeal and engaged- 
nefs of young converts invariably 
fubfides, after a certain time, and 
gives place to acalm, fteady and 
rational obfervance of the divine 
commands. From this we muft 
fuppofe, either that Chriftians, 


| inftead of growing, do invariably, 


after a little time, decay ; ors 
that there is much more of the ap- 





pearance of true religion in young 
converts at firft, than of the real- 
ity. And is not the latter much 
the moft fcriptural fuppofition ? 
| And is not this fuppofition fur- 
| ther countenanced by this, that 
| whenever perfons after convittion 
| attain a falfe hope, they invaria- 
| bly have the fame appearance as 
| the real converts ? The fame at- 
| tention to fpiritual things, the 
| fame zeal for God, the fame en- 
| gagednefs in promoting his caufe ? 
| But notwithitanding all this, it is 
not fuppofed that they have in 
| their breaftsa fingle {park of di- 
| vine grace to light up this appear- 
| ance, ‘and therefore, when the 
| ferment of their natural feelings 
| has fubfided, all is gone. May it 
not be, then, that during the firft 
engaged and zealous period of the 
real converts, true grace or real ho- 
linefs in his heart, is like amuf- 
tard feed, exceedingly fmall, and, 
at the fame time, fo greatly obfcu- 
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red by the rubbith of natural aifec- 
tions, as fearcely to be perceived. 

The view which we have ta- 
ken of this fubjedt, fuggetls a 
few important reflections. 

1. Young converts have much 
lefs of true rel than what 
they are 
have, or even than what they 
themfelves think that they poll fs. 
Hence, in their future lives they 
almoft invariably difappoint both 
themfelves and tea ers. 

2. Itisexcee edingly cimeult to 
diftinguifh real religion, from the 
working of natural affection. If 
the greater part of that, which 
appears in young minds, is to be 
thrown away, by what marks 
fhall we diftinguifh that which is 
to be udiidioal and cultivated ? 
Well may Chriftians be directed 
to work out their falvation with 
fear and trembling. 

3. Young converts fhould be 
humble. What do they find in 
themfelves, befide the workings 
of natural affections, under which 
' the {mall feed of grace or holinefs, 
iy is almott entirely hidden. 

Ny 4. They fhould be charitable to- 
aia a ward old profeffors. Lf old pro- 

| i feffors are not as zealous and en- 
Mali gaged in religion as the young 
convert appears to be, they are of- 


igion, 


Mt \) ten cenfured and condémned, as 
ali i being ina cold, formal, lifclefs 
rh at ‘ flate and their performances 
; \ wit | greatly defpifed. But which pof. 
iil i fefles the greatett fhare of true re- 
Ati H! figion? Let the young convert 


learn to be humble, and to efteem 
others better than himfelf ? 

5: True religion does at cone 
fift fo much in appearances of 
and engaged: efs in the worth “Ip of 


tectionate obfervance of every du- 
ty enjoined in both the firll and 
fecond tables of the divine law. 
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The obligation of children to be kind: 
and attentive to their * parents, pe 
ticularly addreffe ‘d to thofe wh, 
have parenis in the decline of life. 


UBJECTS which are wholly 
\> practical have their impor- 
tance as well as thefe which more 
immediately refpect doétrines ;, 
aud cannot be difpenfed with, by 
thofe who write or fpeak te the 
religious initruction of all claffes, 
contittently with declaring the 
whole counfel of God, and rightly 
dividing the word of truth. “4 
Mullrating g the fubjeét prepofed, 
the following obfervations may 
be me da ic o=— 

T ate, who have parents int 
advanced life, may learn their ob- 
ligation to be kind and attentive 
to them, by looking to the ex- 
ample of Chit. 

The Saviour was the true light, 
which lighteth every man that 
conieth into the world. Every 
part of his life was an exempliii- 
cation. of the nature of true holi- 
nefs. In all his relations to man- 
Kind, he did that which was per- 
fectly right and agreeable to God’s 
holy ‘law. The fubj ‘ect before us 
thoughts to a fingle 
branch of his conduct ; viz. to 
his treatment of his mother. 
When fufpended on the crofs, he 
obferved among the fpectators, 
and flandiag near his crofs, Mary 
his mather, and his mother’s {il- 
ter, and Mary Magdalen; and 
with them alfo John, his beloved 
difciple and intimate friend. To 


coutine s our 


_ thele perfons how affecting, how 
| myitericus was the fcene ? The 


f zeal 


God, as inacalm, fleady and af. | 


motier of the dying. Saviour was 
now probably a widow, and had 
been for fome time. SC ridenee of 
thisi is ga thered, from its being par- 
ticularly mentioned by the Evan- 
gelill, that fhe came with his 
brethren to fee Chrilt, when he 


' 
' 
} 
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fulfilling his miniftry; that fhe 
was prefent at the marriage in Ca- 
na 3 that fhe came to be a ipec- 
tator of the crucifixion of her fon, 
without mentioning her hufband, 
in any of thefe inftances ; and 
particularly that the Saviour, with 
his dying breath, commended her 
to the care of John, as if fhe were 
a woman in a lonely, bereaved 
flate. Tho’ honored above all 
women, by being the mother of 
-our Saviour, fhe was neverthelefs 
fubje& to like paffionsas we all 
are. She poflefled natural affec- 
tion, and was, undoubtedly, ac- 
quainted with the feelings of .a 
mother’s heart. 

As a divine perfon, Chrift was 
without parents, and without be- 
ginning ; but as God maniteft in 
the fleth, or asto his human part, 
-he was born of a woman, and was 
nourifhed and brougiit up by an 
affeétionate -mother, whom he 
-owned inthis relation. For her 
in her lonely ftate, he manifetted 
sreat kindnefs. 
the world, until he had made pro- 
vifion for her comfortable fupport. 
Knowing the anguifh of her foul, 
when fhe faw him agonizing in 
death on the crofs, he pitied her 
-cafe, and immediately adopted a 
meafure which might adiminifter 
fome relief under .her troubles. 
‘This appears from John xix. 26, 
27. “When Fefus therefore faw 
his mother, and the difciple flanding 
‘by, whom he loved, he faith unto his 
nother, Woman, bebsld thy fon. 
Then faith he to the difciple, Behold 
thy mother. Aud fran that hour 
that difciple took her unto bis own 
home.’ From the phrafe, “ Behold 
thy fon,’? many receive the idea 
that Chrift meant himfelf; but he 
evidently had reference to John. 
He led his mother and beloved 
:difciple mutually to adopt each 
vather, as parent gad child. 
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the Saviour fet a pattern of filial 
affection. Shall we fay, he did 
this folely for his mother’s fake ; 
or fhall we fay, he deligned herein 
to fet an example, for thofe who 
tare childrea, to follow? He did 
lit, nodoubt, from a fenfe of ob- 
ligation to his mother then advan- 
cing towards old age ; and what 
is more important, that he might 
in this, as in-all the tranfactions 
of his life, be alight to the world. 
The plain language of his com 
duct to all whe fiand in the rela- 
tion of «children is this—Be kind 
and attentive to your parents in 
oldage. Confider their trials and 
their wants, and let no exertions 
be wanting, on your part, to render 
the evening of their pilgrimage 
ftate, as eafy and as agreeable as 
may be. ‘To enforce this idga, 
the words of the apottle may be 
pertincutly applied—L.et this mind 
be in you which was alfo in: Chrift 
| Fefus. ‘The argument now uled, 
{to inculcate the duty of being 
kind to aged parents, is calculated 
to find its way to the confcience, 
-and is not eafily evaded. It fup- 
pofes, that a compliance with this 
duty is neceflary, to give evidence 
of being a follower of Chriil, and 
| cannot be difpenfed with without 
reproaching the Chriltian char 
acter. 
2. The-fame duty is ftrongly 
enforced in the law, and ia other 
parts of f{cripture. ‘Ihe words 
of God’s holy law are very expli- 
‘cit, which are thefe :—/Honor thy 
father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long upon the land, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee. Willie 
be faid, that this commandment 
has a fole refpect to children in a 
{tate of minority, and while they 
are under the immediate control of 
their parents? That it has refpect 
to childrenia a {tate of minority, 
is readily admitted ; but the.duty 
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enjoined is not dimited to them. 
Our parents continue to be our 
parents as long as they live ; and 
as fuch they are to be honored. 
It is true, there is a fenfe in which 
children, when they commence 
heads of families, are faidto for- 
fake their parents. 
ever, is far from implying a difre- 
fpectful treatment of them. They 
then only go out into the wide 
world, and ceafe to lean upon 
their parents, as was the cafe 
when they were in childhood. It 
is clearly the fpirit of the divine 
law, that children aye to honor 
their parents, as long as the rela- 
tion continues. But how can 
they be faid to honor their par- 
ents, when they negleét them, or 
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them to neglect their aged par- 
ents. 

3. Gratitude to parents forbids 
their being negletted in old age. 
Mankind are born into the world 
in the mo abfolute ftate of de. 


' pendence. We know they are de- 


This, how- | 


{ 


pendent on God, inevery period 
of their lives ; but in their infant 
Rate, they are wholly dependent 
on their fellow-creatures. Ordi- 


‘narily the care of them, in this 
feeble itate, falls to the lot of 


are unkind to them in old age? 


We need not hetitate to adopt the 
fentiment, that when children are 
inattentive to their aged and in- 


firm parents, they are guilty of. 


difhonoring them, and of breaking 
the divine law. 


‘their parents ; and great is their 


tafk in nourifhing and bringing 
themup. On their account, they 
have many hours of anxiety—for 
their fakes, they have many fleep- 
lefs nights ; and, from the time 
of their birth, until they go away 
from under their care, they are 
continually carrying burdens for 
their fakes, and even afterwards. 
It is impoflible to defcribe the feel- 
ings of a parent’s heart. Thefe 


' feelings are never made known, 


And he, who | 


kpowingly breaks one command. | 


ment, is guilty of all. 
cated, was notoriosfly violated, 
by the feribes and pharifees, at 


leaft in certain cafes. But, mark 


reproved them, * Why do you alfa 


until experience makes them 


known. They who have had the 


| privilege of being brought up by 


The obvious duty, now incul- | 


parents, ought to feel a great ob- 
ligation to imitate the Saviour’s 


' kindnefs to his mother, and to do 
| every thing in their power to al- 
with what plainnefs the Saviour | 


tranfgrefs the commandment of God | 
by your tradition? For God com- 
manded, faying, Honor thy father | 
and mother: and he that curfeth 


father or mother, let him die the 


death, But ye fay, Whofoever 


feali fay to his faiher or his mother, | 


ft is a gift by whatfoever thou 
mighte/t be profited Ly me, and hon- 
or not his father, or his mother, he 
Thus have ye made 
the commandment of God of none 
efi by your tradition. Here, the 


who had adopted a cuftom, con- 


trary to God’s law, which led 


{ 


{ 
' 
| 
! 
! 


fuage the forrows, and to lighten 
the burdens which come upon 
their parents, in their declining 
years. é 

4. The fituation of parents in 
old age demands kind treatment 
from their children. How differ- 
ent are the circumitances of peo- 
ple in advanced life, from what 
they were in the meridian of their 
days? Then, they itood at the 


| head of their families ; their chil- 
' dren were dependent on them ; 


the cares of building up fociety 


| devolved on them, and they could 
saviour pointedly reproved thofe, | be active at home or abroad. 


| 


But, now their conditions are 


greatly altered ; their children 


| 
| 
| 





| 
| 
| 





have families, and, perhaps, 
moftly feattered at a diftance from 
them ; neceflity compels them to 
give up the overfight of butinefs ; 
their memories fail ; their influ- 
ence in fociety is gone; and they 
are faft decaying. Theevil days 
have come, and the years in which 
they fay they have no pleafure in 
them. The keepers of the houfe 
tremble, andthe ftrong men bow 
themfelves, and the grinders ceafe 
becaufe they are few, and when 
they look out of the windows they 
are darkened. All the daughters 
of mufick .are brought low. 
They are afraid of that which is 
high, fears are in the way, and 
the almond-tree flourifhes. In 
this period of life, there are many 
things taking place, which, to 
nature, are peculiarly trying and 
mortifying, beyond what any one 
conceives, until he himfelf comes 
tothe period. All this is a rea- 
fon why children fhould be kind 
and attentive to their parents, 
when bowing down under the in- 
firmities of age. ‘Their condition 
demands kindnefs and attention. 
5. if children would do as they 
would be done by, they will be 


conttrained to manifeft kindnefs to | 
their aged parents. ‘I'hey may be | 
called upon to confider, that if | 


their own lives are fpared a few 
years, their parents will be in their 
graves, and they will take their 
places, and become the old peo- 
ple. They will experience the 
infirmities which have been ftated, 
and they will ftand in need of this 
kind and attentive treatment for 
which I am pleading. Let them 
now, therefore, do as they would 
be done by. Let them now teach 
their own children, if they have 
any, by their example, how old 
people, and people in fecond 
childhood, areto betreated. If 
they live within convenient dif- 
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tance, let them vifit their parents 
—labor to comfort them under the 
burdens of old age, converfe free- 
ly with them, and pray with 
them, as perhaps their parents 
ufed to pray with and for them. 
It is acknowledged, that the cir- 
cumitances of children may be 
fuch, that they cannot beltow 
much of this world’s goods on 
their parents, however needy they 
may be ; but if they cannot do 
this, they can do other things. 
They can vifit them, they can la- 
_ bor to keep their parents from 
| having the very painful idea that 
, they are negleéted. 

| The fubjet of the foregoing 
| addrefs is not without its impor- 
| tance, tho’ rarely bro’t into public 
view. The cautle of religion may 
' be deeply wounded, by reafon of 
| inattention to the duty which has 
' now been inculcated. 
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' Mrss’rs Epirors, 

PLEASE to infert in your 
_ Magazine, the following, if you 
| think proper : 


_ JN an ancient confeffion of faith, 

owned by the French church, 
they fay, as in the fecond arti- 
cle thereof, We acknowledge one 
| God, making himfelf known to 
; man, by his works of creation, 
providence, and the government 
of the world; and alfo, in and 
by his word. ; 

And then after mentioning by 
name, the feveral books of fcrip- 
ture, from Genefis to Reveiations, 
they in the fourth article fay; We 
acknowledge thefe books to be 
canonical ; and to contain the 
rule of faith. 

In the fifth article, they fay, 
We believe that the word therein 
contained, did proceed from God 
alone, and that thefe books do 
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contain the fum of all that truth, 
that is neceffary to the worfhip of 
God, and to our falvation : nor is 
it lawful for angels or men, to 
make any alteration thereof, by 
adding to it, or taking from it ; 
nor hereunto may any ways fuf- 
fice, either any antiquity, cuftoms, 
or human wifdom, judgments, 
edicts, decrees, councils, vilions, 
or miracles. 

Jn another article they acknow- 
ledge, That the holy fcriptures 
teach us, that in the divine ef- 
fence, there do fubfift three per- 
fons, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 

In another article, they fay, 
We believe that man was at firlt 
ereated, holy and upright, after 
the image of God; but by his 
fault fell from that grace which 
he received; and alienated him- 
{1f from God, the fountain of 
righteoufnefs, and of all good ; 
and is by nature altogether cor- 
rupt, depraved in heart, and hath 
wholly loft his integrity. 

In another article, they fay, 
We belicve that all the race of 
Adam, are infected with that 
contagion, which we cail original 
fin. 

In another article, they fay, 
We believe that out of this uni- 
verfal corruption, and condemna- 
tion, wherein all mankind are in- 
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volved ; God did, in his eternal | 


and immutable purpofe, elect, in 
Chrift, fome to be delivered, not 
having refpeét therein, to any 
good works of their own. 

In another article they fay, We 
believe that Jefus Chriit, the eter- 
nal Son of God, did affume our 
nature ; and that in one perfon, 
he is both God and man. 

In the lait article of that con- 
feffion of faith which I fhall here 
mention, they fay, We believe 
that God will have the world gov- 








erned by laws, and police, to 
prove, as it were, bridles, to re. 
itrain the immoral lufts of the 
world. 

How different the foregoing 
confeffion of faith, from the pre 
fent creed, and praétice of the 
Romifh church! May it not be 
faid of them, and thofe who are 
for fimbolizing with them either 
in the Romifh or in the prefent 
atheiftical, and deiftical errors, 
and delutions, as was to Lucifer 
of old. Ifai. xiv. 12. How art 
thou fallen! And when we con- 
fider how greatly many among 
us have deviated from the facred 
truths, and fimplicity of the gof- 
pel, how proper and necelflary 
muft appear that divine direétion, 
in Rev. ii. 5. Remember there- 
fore from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent, and do thy firft works. 
Let thofe who fet themfelves to 
oppofe religion, which has for 
ages paft, and will ever be found, 
to be the greateft ornament, and 
fundamentally neceffary to the 
well being and comfort of any 
community ; let thofe who fet 
themfelves to oppofe the word of 


| Gad 3 who lightly efteem and 


reject the holy feriptures, reckon- 
ing them to be falfe, illvfory, and 
needlefs, let fuch, timely and fe- 
rioufly confider, repent and re- 
form, left the fruit of their own 
doings be recompenfed upon them, 
as fighting againit God, and for- 
faking their own mercies 3 as they 
love their own fouls, and would 
confult their own highett, and 
beft intereft and good, and that 
of their children and fucceffors ; 
let them be perfuaded to renounce 
what is fo contrary thereto: and 
let none imagine, and fay, that 
what is fo manifettly evident from 
the word of God, and the experi- 
ence of paft ages, conducive to 
man’s happinefs and comfort, as 
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are religion and government, are 
owing merely to prieftcraft, and 
that they are but a delufion ; 
they who think and conclude fo, 
are under a great and dreadful 
deception! and will fooner, or 
later, find themfelves to be de- 
ceived. PHILALETHES 





The lubor of perfons, divinely en- 
lightened, illuflrated, and the fub- 
ge applied to the confeience, in 
four letters, from Wiator to 
Curisti1anues. 


{Continued from p. 102.) 
LETTER III. 


Dear Curistian Frienp, 
N my two former letters I en- 
deavored to take a brief view 
of that, for which, thofe per- 
fons labor, who have been divine- 
ly enlightened. 

My prefent obje& is to help 
you and myfelf wifely to improve, 
what was then written. It is 
therefore worthy of remark, that 
if the obfervations which have 
been made, are juft, thofe per- 
fons, who neither poffefs the 
Chriftian fpirit, embrace the gof- 
pel doétrines, nor perform the 
common duties required of the 
faints, in the word of God, have 
never been favingly enlightened, 
although they may have had the 
common influences of the Holy 
Spirit, been the fubjects of great 


awakenings and comforts, thought | 


themfelves Chriftians, joined to 
the vilible church, and for many 
years, itatedly attended the Lord’s 
fupper ! 

There is, my dear friend, great 
reafon to fear, that many perfons 
who profefs religion, have not the 
grace of God in their hearts ! 

In my travels, I have had con. 
fiderable opportunity, in different 
Rates, towns, and focicties, to 








J 


make obfervations upon the con- 
duct of the profeffors of religion. 
And I have found fome, who liv- 
ed in the total neglect of family 
prayer, paid little attention to the 
{criptures, profaned in many ways, 
the holy fabbath, negleéted the 
public worfhip of God, unlefs in 
very pleafant weather, were often 
abfent upon facramental occa- 
fions, negligent in the religious 
inftruétion of their families, upon 
fabbath days, and upon all other 
occafions.—I have found their 
examples bad, in feveral other ref- 
pects: I have feen fome to be light 
and vain, and in a degree pro- 
fane in their converfation, flack 
in paying their debts, worldly 
minded and covetous!—I have 
feen others idle, profufe, fond of 
taverns and places of public refort, 
fond of ardent fpirits, and of loofe 
and unprofitable company ! ! 
Many perfons conduct, as tho’ 
they imagined nothing more ne- 
ceflary to conftitute a Chriftian, 
than to belong to the church ! 
How many who profefs reli- 
gion, difcover no relentings of 


| heart for fin, make no preten- 
| fions to communion with God, 


lay no f{pecial reftraint upon their 
appetites. er paflions, and rarely 
or never fpeak about religicn, 
unlefs it is to cavil at fome of its 
moft effential do¢trines ? How 
many, initead of Jetting their light 


| eine around them, fo that others by 
fecing their good works, might be- 


led to glorify their father, who is 
in heaven, wound religion in the 
mott fenfible manner, giving great 
occafion by their deeds, to the ens 
emies of God to: blafpheme ? And 
do it with impunity ? For in this 
day of declention it is next to ime 
poffible, fo far as I am acquainted, 
to fupport that ftrict difcipline, 
which wouldbe for the honer of ree 
ligion ! 
_s 
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It is with extreme pain, I have 
mentioned the foregoing failings ! 
I thould never have done it, if they 
were of a private nature, but they 
are generally known, and in the 
mouth of every infidel. If it 
were poffible I would gladly hide 
them from the world! But it is 
utterly impoflible |! It appears 
therefore to me, to be lawful and 
expedient, to mention them in this 
letter, for our warning, in as 
much as the apoftle has faid ¢let ' 
us not fleep as do others: but let | 
us watch and be fober. For they | 
that fleep, fleep in the night, and 
they that be drunken, are drun- | 
ken inthe night. But let us who 
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our firfl love, and wander far 
from the path of duty, and be. 
come for a feafon blind guides to 
our fellow-finners ! We ought 
cagefully to guard againft a fpirit 
of apathy, and labor to keep our 
hearts glowing with love to God 
and good-will to men. Inftead 
of indulging ourfelves in irregular- 
ities, we ought ¢ to walk circum. 
fpectly, not as fools but as wife. 
Sikcanien the time, becaufe the 
days are evil :’—to poffefs that 
faith which is not dead—to have 
a hope different from that of the 
hypocrite’s : which, fhortly will be 
‘asthe giving up of the ghoit !’ 
| We ought to be eg for that 





are of the day be fober, putting | blefled ‘hope, and the glorious ap- 


on the breaft-plate of faith, and 


love, and for an helmet the hope | Saviour Jefus Chrift ; 


of falvation.’ 


We are always in danger, my | 


Chriltian friend, of being injured 
by bad examples: ¢ Evil < commu 
nications corrupt good manners : 

And * One finner deftroyeth 
much good.’ We are particular- 
ly in danger, from the bad exam- 


ples of the profeffors of religion, | 


‘the light of the world,’ and 


ought to be on our guard. Were ! 


it once to become fathionable for 
profefling Chriltians to have noth. 
ing but their profeffion, and oc- 
cafional attendance upon the 


Lord’s table, to diftinguifh them | 


from the world, we fhould be in 
danger ourfelves, of growing cold 
and carelefs, and of giving a deep 
wound to that blefled caufe, we, 
profeffedly, with above ali things 
to advance! I hope we fhould not 


finally apoftatize 1:4 know we! 
fhould not, if the fpecial grace of | 


God has ever taken poffeffion of 
our hearts, for Chrift hath faid— 
‘And I give unto them eternal | 
life ; and they fiall aever pevifh, 
neither fhall any pluck them out 
of my hand.’ 


But we might /o/2 | 


pearing of that great God and our 
who gave 
| himfelf for us that he might  re- 
deem us from all iniquity and pu- 
rify unto himfelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. 

True religion, we may be ai- 
-fured, has no tendency to make 
_ perfons truit in an old experience, 
nor carelefs in their manner of liv- 
ing ; but defirous of freth anoint- 
ing from the Lord, of breathing 
the fpirit of real piety, of con- 
tending earneftly for the faith 
once delivered to the faints; and 
of ‘ adding to their faith virtue, 
and to virtue knowldge. And to 
knowledge temperance : and to 
temperance patience, and to pa- 
tience godlinefs. And to godli- 
| nels brotherly kindnefs, and to 

brotherly kindnefs charity.’ 


with their prefent attainments in 
relizion, it may be prefumed want 
religion, only as a traveller does a 
boat, to carry him over a river 
| which he cannot ford, and if they 
| could only be fafe, they would 
| not trouble themfelves about it ! 
| Chrift and his caufe would have 
ne thare of their affection. nor fers 


| 
Thofe perfons who are fatisfied 
‘ 


| 








vice. ‘Though they may now 
hope to be faved by his merit, 
they have no friendfhip to him. 
We may fafely conclude there- 
fore that their ¢ hope,’ is not ¢ fure 
and itedfaft.? Thofe who have 
this hope, always love the obje& 
of their hope for his own fake ; 
‘whom have I in heaven but 
thee? and there is none upon 
earth that I defire befides thee;’ 
and they labor to ‘ purify them- 
{elves as he is pure.’ 

Religion is not a thing which 
lies dormant, but a living opera- 
tive principle in the hearts of thofe 
in whom ¢ God hath fhined to 
give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God im the face 
of Jefus Chrift ;? or it confifts in 
holy exercifes, and a correfpond- 
ing conduct: ‘ He that believeth 
on me, a3 the fcriptures have 
faid, out of his belly thall flow 
rivers of living water.’ 

It is totally in vain for perfons 
to pretend, that they profefs re- 
ligion, if they are deflitute of ail 
the graces of the Holy Spirit, de- 
ny the diftinguifhing doctrines of 
grace, and allowedly walk like 
the ‘enemies of the crofs of 
Chrift  * Ye fhall know them by 
their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns or figs of thif- 
tles ? Even fo every good tree 
bringeth forth good fruit, but a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit: A good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit: neither can a cor- 
rupt tree bring forth good fruit.’ 

Notwithitanding the imperfec- 
tions, which I have mentioned, 
of fome of the profeffors of reli- 
gion, I mutt fay, I have generally 
found more or lefs wherever | 
have travelled, who appeared not 
to love in word and tongue, but 
in deed and in truth: they have 
not only carefully attended to 
the ordinances of the gofpel, 
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which I think all who love 
Chrift ought to do, but appeared 
to underftand the holy nature of 
religion, aad confcientioufly to eu- 
ter into the practice of it. They 
have faid, and appeared to fay it, 
in the fincerity of their hearts: 
‘Wifdom’s ways are ways of 
pleafantneis and all her paths are 
peace. The fltatutes of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandment of the Lord is 
pure, enlightening the eyes. The 
fear of the Lord is clean, enduring 
forever ; the judgments of the 
Lord are true, and righteous al- 
together. More to bedefired are 
they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold: {weeter alfo than hon- 
ey, and the honey comb.’ 
I am yours, &c. 
VIATOR. 
(To be continued. ) 





A Narrative of a Revival of Re- 
lizion in the South Parifb of 
Kizurnatr, in the years 1800 
and 18%oF ‘remnuny ited to the 
Editors pelhizs, Rev. [sear 
Dar, paflor of the church in 
faid Par ifb. 


GENTLEMEN, 

HAVE re:.!, with pleafure, 

the varion" accounts of the 
revivals of religion, in a number 
of towns, in this ftate publithed 
in your ufeful magazine. 

When I refleét on the moral 
ftate of man, aad the treatment 
which .he gofpel of our blefled 
Redeeiner has met with, in our 
churches -d congregations, I feel 
difpofed to join wich my brethren, 
in devout admiration ; that God 
fhould look upon us, and make 
us fo gracious a vifit: on the 
other hand, when I call to mind 
the covenant between the Father 
and the Son, the revealed mode 
of God’s fupporting his church, 
f 
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by bringing thofe who are of ts 


to repair the breaches of fornter 
generations ; that this is effeéted 
by the fpirit of the Lord, being 
poured out on the feed of his 
people, and his bleffing on their 
offspring ;, the promife of fuccefs 
to the gofpel, that the gates of 
hell fhall not prevail againft the 
church of Chriit; that her fons 
are to come from far and her 
daughters from the ends of the 
earth; that Chrift is to have a 
feed that fhall ferve him, which 


fhall be accounted to the Lord | 


for a generation ; and as God has 
told his people that he will never 
leave Zion till all things which he 
has promifed her be fulfilled.— 
Thefe things bring us to look for 
thole difplays which God is now 
making with reference to Zion: 
and, alfo to long and pray for 
greater things than have yet taken 
place, which tend to encourage 
the friends of Zion and confound 
infidels. From a conviction of 
thefe things I ani. theed to give 
a narrative of the late work of God 
m the fouth parifh, in Killingly. 
In the year 1776, it pleafed 
God to fend down the divine Spi- 


rit, on the peopie, Ke gentle | 


rain, which lafted, by its con- 
vineing and converting” influence, 
though not in any extraordinary 
degree, for more than two years. 
In which time, there were about 
fifty perfons received into the 
church. From this time, the 
friends of Zion gained ground, 
which was not wholly loft, for 
twelve years. In the year 1788, 
it pleafed God, once more, to 
look, in mercy, on a people who 
had abufed his kindnefs, and were 
ripening faft for divine judgments. 
By the fovereign influence of the 
Hely Spirit, he fet home his 
word preached and means enjoy- 
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_ed, in fuch a manner, that dry 
to build the old wafte places, and | 


bones began to fhake, and many 
were hopefully made alive, as ap. 
peared, by their after walk and 
converfation. At this period, 
about forty perfons were added to 
the church. 

I would here note, that, from 
the firft mentioned time, of the 
revival of the work of God, there 
has been a conference meeting 
kept up; in the middle of the fo- 
ciety, for the moft part, weekly, 
till the prefent time. In which, 
the children of God have had 
comfort, in praying for the peace 
of Jerufalem, and have found that 
they do profper who love her. 

For a number of years, after the 
lait mentioned revival of religion, 
there was great harmony both in 
the church and congregation ; till 
an unhappy difpute arofe, about 
removing the meeting houfe ; 
which was very prejudicial to the 
peace and harmony of both. ‘This 
difpute lafted for a number of 
years : and it is to be feared that, 
with fome individuals, it will laft, 
as long as they live. It is likely 
that prejudices in fuch things, 
are, ii many inftances, a means 


| of Satan’s making the bands of 





finners ftrong ; and, that they 
never find out their fatal miftake, 
till they are loft. As there were 
many removals, from the church, 
by death, and fome to diftant 
parts of the country, it was great- 
ly reduced in numbers, and thofe 
who remained, had in fome meaf- 
ure, left their firft love. Thas, 
from the foregoing unhappy cir- 
cumftances, it feemed, for a fea- 
fon, that the church and con- 
gregation werelikea fhip, at fea, 
tofled ma ftorm. At the fame 
time, while thefe contentions open- 
ed a door for the increafe of vice, 
finners were not backward to im- 
prove their opportunity. But a 
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merciful God, in fome degree, | 
calmed the tumult of the people ; 

the body of the church became 

comfortably united, our meeting | 
houfe decently repaired, and 

there was a little more profpegt 

of enjoying a degree of peace and 

order among us. But, after all, 

it was painful to obferve the low 

ftate of vital piety, family religion 

and practical godlinefs. 

However, notwithftanding all 
thefe embarraffments, God was 
pleafed to appear on the fide of 
truth. Inthe beginning of Oc- 
tober 1S00, there were fome ap- 
pearances which began to encou- 
rage the praying faint. About 
the fame time, we were favored 
with a vifit, from a young man, 
in the miniftry, from the itate of 
New-Hamphhire, who was form- 
erly from this parifh, and was 
one, who appeared to be a fubject 
of religion, among us, in the fore- 
mentioned revivai, in the year 
1788 ; having been abfent almoft 
twelve years. At the clofe of a 
fermon, he gave the people an 
account of the work of God, 
among the people, where he re- 
fided. He then addrefied thofe 
who were his former companions, | 
by enquiring of them, the {tate 
of their fouls, &c. This feemed 
to be a means of rendering the 
whole affembly very folemn. In 
the evening a conference was at- 
tended and a larger number of 
young people were prefent, than 
ufually met, on fuch occafions. 
At the clofe, the people were in- 
formed, that our weekly confer- 
ences, would be attended, at my 
houfe : and as there appeared to 
be a degree of thoughtfulnefs ta- 
king place, on the minds of fome ; 
they were admonifhed not to ttifle 
the motions of the Holy Spirit, 
but to meet with their Chriftian 
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friends, the next Friday, to confer 


a 


further on the important fubje@. 
In the courfe of the fame week, 
I called at a houfe, to converfe 
with a young woman, whom 
I found before, under fome 
awakening. When I came to 
converfe with her, I found her 
under deep impreffions of foul : 
her mother, coming into the room, 
was fomewhat affected, knowing 
that fomething affected her daugh- 
ter, but did not know that it was 
a concern for her foul. I found the 
mother was in the like cafe. On 
Friday, thetime for our conference, 
inftead of a few, as formerly, my 
houfe was filled ; and folemnity 
fat on the countenances of many; 
while a few were pricked in their 
hearts. It foon began to appear 
that many had been under ferious 
impreffions, for fome time, and 
kept it to themfelves ; but now, 
were under neceffity of making 
it known. 

From this time, our meetings 
for preaching and conference were 
crouded and folemn. We were 
under neceflity, for want of room, 
of leaving a private houfe and the 
{chool houfe, and of repairing to 
the meeting houfe. For a number 
of months, in the wmter feafon, it 
feemed that eternal things engrof- 
fed almoft the whole attention of 
the congregation. All appeared 
to be interefied in the truths, doc- 
trines and duties of religion.— 
Thus, they were anxious to hear 
and know what they fhould do te 
be faved. 

My houfe was frequently re- 
forted to, by enquirers, and the 
feenes were truly affecting. Per- 
fons, from twelve years of age, to 
forty, and fo on to fixty, juit be- 
ginning to know that they were 
finners, againft God. They, who 
had often heard of their dreadful 
ftate, while ftupid, now began to 
confefs, with tears, that they were 
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under the curfe of God’s holy 
law : that, all their lives, they 
had defpifed Chrift and his reli- 
gion. Some feemed to awake, as 
from a dream, and wondered that 
thefe things had never been feen 
by them before. One exprefled 
herfelf thus, «* When I was firft 
awakened, I thought my life mutt 
be reformed, and I would fet 
about the work of reformation, in 
earneft ; but I foon found that my 
heart was fo wicked there was no 
reforming it. 1 found that God 
mutt change this heart of mine, 
or I was undone forever.”? Oth- 
ers, when firft awakened, had 
views of their fins of omiffion and 
fome aétual fins which they had 
committed ; but by being follow- 
ed, by the fpirit of God, they 
foon found that their hearts were 
at enmity with God: and, in 
fome inftances, perfons have faid, 
that their unhappinefs was, that 
they felt fenfible enmity againft 
God. It gave them pain to fee 
what God was, and what he was 
doing and would do. God made 
ufe of various means to awaken 
the carelefs, befides the preaching 
of the gofpel. Sometimes pafla- 
ges of {cripture came like arrows 
to the heart. Such as thefe ; 
“§ The axe is laid tothe roet of the 
tree, every tree that brinzgeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down, and 
caft into the fire. The Lord is a 
God of knowledge, and by him ac- 
tions are weighed.’ One, who 
had religious parents and ancef- 
tors, was {truck with the thought, 
that the piety of the family fhould 
ceafe in him. Some, that their 
hufbands, or wives, or their young 
companions were fetting out in re- 
ligion and that they were like to 
be left. The thought of being 
left of God would often ftrike 
them to the heart. 

As the work of conviction in- 
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creafed, they were driven from 
their hiding places, and obtained 
more clear and diftin&t views of 
the extenfive nature of the divine 
commands ; and found their hearts 
to be a fountain of iniquity, from 
whence flowed all their atual 
fins. Thofe, who were brought 
to receive the Itght of divine truth 
fhining in the face of Jefus, pre- 
vious thereto, were made fenfible, 
that in heart, they were fo oppo- 
fed to holinefs, that they lay 
wholly at the mercy of God ; 
that God would be jufl to caft 
them off forever ; and that his 
declaration, “ J will have mercy 
on whom I will have mercy,” was 
their only ground of hope ; that 
it would be juft in Ged to leave 
them to be veffels of wrath, fitted 
for deftruétion ; or, if it fhould 
pleafe him, to bring them toa 
cordial fubmiffion and make them 
vefiels of mercy, prepared for 
glory, it would be all grace ; and 
that they, of all the faved race, 
fhould be moft indebted to fove- 
reign mercy. As to thofe, who 
are viewed hopefully converted ; 
with refpeét to the manner and 
circumitances of obtaining com- 
fort, and the degree of joy and 
peace, there has been a difference. 
{na few inftances, their cenvic- 
tion has been fhort and their joy 
fudden, being filled with admi- 
ring views of God, difcovered in 
his law, in his gofpel, and in 
his righteous government. The 
words of the Pfalmitt were fweet 
to them. —* The Lord reigneth, let 
the earth reqice.”” Alfo, the nat- 
ural world appeared to fhine with 
divine luftre, and in its vari- 
ous ways, to praife God ; and, 
they faid, they longed to join in 
praifing him forever. But, it 
was the cafe with many, that their 
convictions were long. Some 


perfons, who were brought up ia 
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families, where religion had been 
maintained, had been under con- 
viGtions, at feafons, from their 
childhood. By the Spirit of 
God, fuch were, often, brought 
gradually to hope that their hearts 
were brought into fubmiffion to 
him. It was often the cafe, that 
this was effected, by a reflex view 
of the working of the Spirit of 
God on their hearts. In fome 


inftances, fuch, on receiving light, ' 
concluded that their convictions | 


were gone and God had left them 
to a hard heart ; for, before this 
change, they had thought, if 
God fhould convert them, they 
fhould not only look on themfelves 
as very holy and good, but they 
fhould know that God had renew- 
ed their hearts, by his grace. 
But, now, to fee themfelves fuch 
wicked, ill-deferving and hell-de- 
ferving wretches, as much fo and 
if poffible more fo, than they 
were before the time of their 
awakening, it could net be that 
their hearts were - renewed by 
grace, tho’ they fenfibly felt the 
contention between God and their 
own hearts tobeatanend. But, 
by being often bro’t to give up 
themfelves, and all that was dear 
to them, into the hands of a fove- 
reign God, without any referve ; 
by beholding the beauty and ex- 
cellency of the divine law, which 
condemned them ; the glory of 
Chrift as the end of the law to ell 
who love and believe oa him, they 
could not refrain from believing, 
trufting and committing their fouls 
to hice. Some have faid, that 
their views of the fufficiency of 
Chrift were fuch, that if they 
had many Souley they would trutt 
them a/l in his hand, and hope for 
falvation in his name. 

Previous to the religious atten- 
tion among us, public worthip 
was greatly neglected by many 
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whole families, as well as by in- 
dividuals ; but when God began 
to work, how comforting to Zi- 
on’s friends, to fee them flocking 
to hear the word preached, on the 
fabbath and at other feafons ! It 
appeared, that they felt them- 
felves interefted in the things 
which they heard. We had no 
diforder, or outcries, fo as to 
make any diiturbance in our pub- 
lic meetings; yet the folemnity 
was like going to the grave, orto 
judgment. No one, but thofe 
who know by experience, can 
conceive the joy which has taken 
place among the people of God. 
In regard to family prayer ; in 
fome inftances, where there were 
but very few, who called upon 
the name of the Lord, formerly, 
now almoit whole neighborhoods 
have engaged in this duty ; that 
if one were to pais among them, 
at certain feafons, he would be 
couftrained to fay, furely God is 
in this place. Parents, in a pub- 
lic manner, devoting themfelves, } 
their little ones, and all that they ’ 
have to the Lord. 
How pleating the feafons, to 
behold the aged and the young 
of both fexes leaving the follies, 
peculiar to theirage, and becom- 
ing followers of the lowly Jefus. 
The pious Parents’ heart, ina 
autleas of inftances, partook. of 
joy inexpreffible to fee the divine 
blefling poured on them, agreea- 
bly to the promife, in Ifaiah, “« 7 
will pour my Spirit upon thy feed, 
and my bieffing upo a thine off 
spring ;” to fee thofe, who were 
of themfelves, arifing and buil- 
ding the old waite places, and re- 
pairing the breaches of former 
generations. Ina few inflances, 
almolt whole families have been 
affected, and they have cfpoufed 
the caufe of Chrift, before a vain 
and deluded world. I 
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Since the work of Ged revived, 
in this place, fixty-four perfons 
have been united to the church ; 
and ninety have been baptized, 
on their own, or on their parents’ 
account. On one fabbath, fix 
houfholds were prefented and bap- 
tized, containing twenty-three 
children. This circumftance, ac- 
companied with a fermon, on the 
duty of parents to their children, 
under the divine agency, was made 
amean of good to many. It 
was noticed by children. In one 
inftance a child afked her mother, 


who made no profeffion of reli- | 


gion, * Mamma, why am not I 
baptized ?”? This went to the 
mother’s heart. We hope the 
wound was healed by the blood of 
Jefus, and the enabled to give her- 
feif, her children and allthat fhe 
liad into the hands of God. 
Thofe who have made a profef- 
fion of religion, in this time of at- 
tention, have appeared to adorn 
their profeffion, by their obferv- 
ance of the commands of Chrift ; 
but fhould it be the cafe, that in 
a fhort time we fhould have ex- 
ceptions to make, becaufe fome 
return, like the * dog to his own 
vomit again; and the fow that 
was wafhed, to her wallowing in 
the mire,” it ought not to be no- 
ticed as any thing againft religion ; 
but an evidence of the depravity 
and treachery of the human heart. 
Tares are often found among 
wheat, and falfe profeffors among 
real Chriltians. God has feen it 
needful to leave fome of his own 
children to fall, to try them, 
thereby to make them more fit 
for their mafter’s ufe and fervice. 
And if fome poor hardened fin- 
ners are wifhing that thofe who 
have deferted their company may 
turn back ; God may according 
to his word fend them this delu- 
fion, and let them try to feed 
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their fouls withthe fins of his pro- 
fefling people. While the finners’ 
hearts are hardening and prepar- 
ing for deftruétion ; God calls the 
backflider, he returas, condemns 
his fhameful apoftacy,and by mak- 
ing confeffion, he brings glory to 
God and fhame upon finners, 
Sinners, in a day of divine grace, 
fhould fear, left while they are 
watching others and neglecting 
their own fouls, the Spirit fhould 
be quenched, and that come on 
them fpoken by the prophet to 
Ifrael in their rebellion; * that 
they might go, and fall backward, 
and be broken, and fnared, and 
taken.” Though we fear that 
fome who have appeared to run 
well, fora feafon, will apoftatize, 
and thereby grieve the genera- 
tion of God’s children ; yet we 
hope better things of many, who 
have appeared to embrace the 
truth, in this joyful feafon, and 
things that accompany falvation. 
We have railed expeCations, that 
God who has exerted the power 
of fovereign grace, in changing 
their hearts, will put forth the 
fame exertions, in keeping them, 
thxough faith, to eternal life. 

are many, who cavil at 
the fimilarity of the accounts giv- 
en of the work of God, in various 
places, and the likenefs of individ- 
ual narratives ; and would fain 
fuggeft that thefe things were 
learned from each other ; but if 
fuch perfons would call to mind, 
and carefully attend to the fol- 
lowing things, they would be con- 
{trained to fay, that their likenefs 
was an evidence of the truth of 
them, viz. The natural hearts of 
all men are alike, in the fame 
itate of total moral depravity.— 
All men have to do with the fame 
God. All men have a fimilar 
monitor or confcience within 
them ; are under the fame law ; 
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hear the fame gofpel ; enjoy the 
fame bible, and means of religion. 
All men are called, or moved by 
the fame fpirit ; are in the fame 
world and are bound to the fame 
eternity. From thefe confidera- 
tions it is not ftrange, that per- 
fons who never faw or heard of 
each other, when born again by 
the fpirit of God, fhould fpeak 
the fame things ; and when met, 
fhould converfe as though they 
had been born of the fame parents 
and educated under the fame 
means. This, inftead of being 
an argument againft religion is a 
clear proof that it is from God. 

And now, may the God of 
hope fill us with all joy, and 
peace in believing ; and grant 
that we, who have named the 
name of Chrift, may depart from 
iniquity. Amen. 

From yours, &c. 
Israet Day. 
Killingly, Auguft, 1802. 





Leiter from a Father io his Son. 
Auguft 2, 1801.. 


“© Derar Son, 

6 OUR letter, of the 2oth 

ultimo, now lies before 
me—lI have perufed it with fome 
conflict of feelings. You well 
know my fentiments in moral 
things. In the name of com- 
mon fenfe, with confidence, with 
boldnefs and affurance,”’ you afk, 
*¢ what we were made for, if not 
to live to ourfelves ?? I fhall not 
fearch for arguments, a priori, I 
fhall take for granted what is par- 
ticularly aflerted in the holy fcrip- 
tures. 1 Cor. x. 31. “ Wheth- 
er therefore ye cat, or drink, or 
whatever ye do, do all to the glo- 
vy of God.””—In another place it 
is faid, ** the love of Chrift con- 
ftraineth us, that they who live 
fhould not henceforthlive to them- 
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felves, but to him who died for 
them and rofe again.” The pi- 
ous pfalmift fays, “* Whom have 
I in heaven but thee ? and there 
is none upon earth that I defire 
befides thee’—** God is the 
ftrength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever.” The pfalmitt 
alfo addrefiing his own foul, fays, 
* Return unto thy reft O my foul” 
—‘¢ Cleave unto the Lord your 
God’”’—O tafte and fee that the 
Lord is good’’—* In thy pref- 
ence is fulnefs of joy, and at thy 
right hand there are pleafures 
forever more.” It is alfo afferted 
in Gal. vi. 16. ‘ As many as 
walk according to this rule, peace 
be onthem.’”? The word of God, 
my dear fon, is the rule to direét us 
in all our walks in life. And that 
perfon who chalks out a rule for 
himfelf by fabricating a theoretic 
fcheme, founded on_ his paffions, 
or on fome vifionary phantom, 
exifting no where but in his own 
diftorted imagination, muft float 
very loofely, and precarioufly on 
the tide of life. ‘In vain will 
you fearch for happinefs,” as you 
exprefs it, “by plowing the track- 
lefs ocean, or roaming in folitary 
wilds.” No perfon can be happy 
in this world when he avoids his 
duty, and no one is fo wretched 
as he who takes himfelf out of 
the divine proteétion. You fure 
ther fay, in your letter, “ Can 
we enjoy this life without ftric- 
ly adhering to this principle of 
felf-love ? Certainly we cannot.”” 
Alas! my fon, what an infer- 
ence ! what a conclufion !—TI ac- 
knowledge a perfon is to regard 
himfelf and to feek his own happi- 
nefs; but he is to do all this in 
God’s appointed way—God is 
the chief good in the univerfe, 
and the happinefs of all created 
intelligencies confiits in the en- 


joyment of him.. The good man, 
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in fcripture, is reprefented, as 
** feeking not his own.”” 1 Cor. 


vi. 19, 20. “ Ye are not your } 


own for ye are bought with a 
price—therefore glonfy God in 
your body, and in your fpirit, 
which are God’s.’”’——-Now, my 
fon, put your truft in God, and 
fubmit on gofpel terms, and your 
mind will be calm ; the rugged 
road of life will appear to be 
fmooth and delightfome in thie 
difcharge of duty. 

«© Thofe doctrines which you 
moftiy oppofe, are, the decrees, 
eledion, and the divine fovercignly. 
Dut permit me to affure you, that 
they are conneéted with the atone- 
ment by Chrift, and are the moft 
comforting and confoling doc- 
trines in the bible ; in fhort, they 
are the only hope of the true 
child of God. 

“ ] now proceed to take no- 
tice of another fentence in your 
letter. “ Ido not wifh by argu- 
ment to convince you that I am 
right, but it muft be more than 
human wifdom and forefight to 
convince me that I am wrong, 
the reafon is, I don’t intend to 
be convinced.”” O my fon, what 
an altonifhing determination is 
this ! Bring arguments as many 
as you pleafe, but don’t make af- 
fertions—I am always willing to 
lay myielf open to conviction, by 
coolly and candidly difcuiling a 
fubject, and why had you not bet- 
ter fufpend your opinion, for a 
while, in things that you cannot 
comprehend, than to make a rath 
conclufion at the age of fixtcen. 
When you fpeak on political fub- 
jects, you totally turn the tables; 
you fay, “ But before we form 
our judgment, we ought to exam- 
ine it more minutely.”” Why, my 
fon, ought we not in our moral 
concerns to examine the fubject 
ity] more minutely ? Do not raf 
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conclufions in matters of infinite 
moment denote an obftinate, and 
perverfe temper of mind, or a 
heart totally oppofed to holinefs 
and all moral good? Paufe a mo- 
ment, and ponder, fift, your fenti- 
ments—retire alone in your clofet, 
fubmit yourfelf to God, through 
the merits of Chrift, and afk the 
divine aid and direction. To be 
really virtuous is the great leffon 
before us, and every accomplifh- 
ment, and every acqulrement to 
the exclufion of moral goodnefs, 
are comparatively lefs than no- 
thing and altogether vanity. 
“You alfo remark, that the 
paflage which I quoted concern- 
ing the ancient Hebrews, ‘ does 
not apply in the prefent cafe, be- 
caufe mankind (you fay) at the 
prefent day are totally different 
from what they were centuries 
ago.” Why, my fon, does 
not apply ; the human heart has 
been the fame in all ages. Envy 
and malice were confpicuous in 
Cain—intrigue and fycophancy 
in Abfalom—blafphemy in Rab- 
fhekah—murderin Hazael—enor- 
mous pride in Haman, and cruelty 
in Herod. What can be the dif- 


ference? Surely nothing, only 


mankind in the prefent period of 


decleniion, are more refined 

wickednefs. But the divine gov- 
ernment is the fame, and God 
will not deviate from his ordinary 
courfe, in the difpenfations of his 
providence, and in his dealings to- 
wards mankind becaufe of their 
refinement in fin. I confider you, 
now, my dear fon, in that danger- 
ous period of life, when you are 
molt expofed to the allurements 
of temptation ; | have many an 
anxious hour, fearing that you 
will indulge habits of thinking, 
that will lead you to infidelity. 
In my remarks to you from time 
to time, onthe fubject, you have 
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thought me too fevere and illibe- 
ral, and that my bodings were ill 
founded ; but by your own ac- 
count, you are expofed to the 
company of infidel declaimers ; 
you liften to their wit, their bril- 
liancy, and gay rhetoric, and you 
filently applaud them for their 
fill in reafoning, their boldnefs 
of thought, and the polith of their 
manners. No perfon will all at 
once difcard the early imprefhons, 
ofa religious education, inculca- 
ted by pious parents, and adopt 
fentiments in their ftead, which 
are addrefled only to the paflions. 

“« From carly life, fome perfons 
grow up into a ftate of confirmed 
infidelity, ‘from a froward, per- 
verfe natural temper.”” But this 
frowardnefs of natural temper and 
difpofition, | am far from think- 
ing, applies to you ; I amrea- 
dy to acknowledge that you have 
been an obedient and pleafant 
child frem your infancy. You 
have been thoughtful and ferious 
in childhood, and your mind has 
been tenderly impreffed with reli- 
gious truths. The awful reali- 
ties of a future ftate have ftared 
you in the face, and you have 
formed refolutions, that you would 
live a religious life. The divine 
law has been brought héme to 
your confcience. When the Ho- 
ly Spirit has vifited you, and ear- 
neftly offered you the rewards of 
an heavenly inheritance, how ex- 
ceedingly important was it for you 
then to accept of the terms of fal- 
vation, thus offered by your Re- 
decmer ! The ordinary way that 
God deals with finners, is to fend 
his Holy Spirit; he urges, he 
itrives and impreffes their minds 
with the great and folemn truths, 
that relate to their cternal intercft 
and welfare. And upon a finner’s 
refuling to fubmit and accept fal- 
vation, the divine energies are 
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withdrawn from him. It is rare 
for perfons who have had a reli- 
gious education, nog to have fome 
fober reflections, and bitter re- 
morfe of confcience for their 
fins, but by frequent relapfes, af- 
ter repeated calls and warnings, 
their hearts become more and 
more hardened, their conf{ciences 
become feared and callous, till f- 
nally God gives up fuch finners 
to judicial hardnefs of heart, or es 
it is exprefled in the language of 
holy writ, “ He fwears in his 
wrath, that they fhall never enter 
- Ohis reft.”” After the repeat- 
ed warnings, and vifitations of 
God’s Holy Spirit, and after as 
many rejections by the finner, 
with what fitnefs, with what pro- 
priety, may Wifdom utter her 
voice and fay—** Becaufe I have 
called, and ye have refufed, I have 
ftretched out my hand,” yes re- 
peatedly, and in the moft pathet- 
ic and tender manner have * Lb 
ftretched out my hand, and ye 
have not regarded”—Yes, ‘ ye 
have fet at nought my countel 
and would none of my reproof, 
I will now laugh at your calami- 
ty, Iwill mock when your fear 
cometh.’? Yea, when the terrors 
of death fhall feize upon you; 
when the ftings of an abufed and 
affrighted confcience fhall pierce 
your very foul on a death bed, 
{ will be fo far from affording 

ou any comfort or confolation 
that 7 will laugh and mock.— 
Alas.“how terrible, and awful is 
the ftate of the dying finner, be- 
reft by an avenging and holy 
God of a fingle gleam of hope ! 
In the common courfe of God’s 
dealings with finners he omits no- 
thing, on his part, to withdraw 
them from evil ; he is ready to 
grant them freely his grace and 
Holy Spirit, and God does not 
forfake them till after they have 
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thus repeatedly defpifed his coun- 
fels and abufed his patience.— 
This fets the faithfulnefs, the 


ina clear point of light, and fhews 
that men may be happy if they 
will—and if they refule, the fault 
lies at their own door, and they 
themfelves are the procurers of 


their own ruin and final perdition. | “ 
Refle&, my fon, a moment and | 


confider— Remember that he who 
takes himfelf out of the divine 
protection, is doomed to perplex- 
ities, and gloomy, forcbodiug fears 


—he often flies from objed to ob- | 


je& in purfuit of fome momenta- 
Ty. pleafure that he may lofe in 
them the remembrance of his real 
condition. Your happinefs, your 
real good lies near the heart of 
your father, and when he even 
fufpe&ts that any of his children 
are fwerving from principle, and 
deviating from the pleafant paths 
of wifdom and duty, it pierces 
him to the heart. 

“ Towards the conclufion of 
your letter, from a con{cioufnefs 
that you had fuggeiled wrong 
fentiments, you fuppofe that 
your letter would be unentertain- 
ing to me ; * if fo,” you fay, 
** deftroy it.” No, my fon, I 
don’t deftroy letters, and I hope 
you will not be fo ungrateful, and 
unfilial, as to deftroy this.— 
Read it over and over again, and 
think of it—and I pray God to 
give you a heart to know the 
things that belong to your peace 


before they are forever hidden | 
O my fon, let | 


from your eyes. 
not the fafcinating charms of a 
delufive and tempting world lead 
you aftray from duty, for in refi- 
fing to obey the calls of wifdom, 
and by feiting at nought counfel 
and reproof, the heart ftran; gely 
becomes at variance both with 
religion and principle. 
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“ T fubfcribe with the utmoft 
tendernefs, your very affeCtionate 


| father.” 
goodnefs and juftice of God | 





Extrads from the Son’s letter, in re- 
ply to the foregoing. 
Yale-College, Aug. 2, 1802. 
“ Dear FatTHer, 


HIS day completes one 
year fince I received your 


letter dated Aug. 2d, 1801, fince 


which time various events have oc- 
curred, which may not be unin- 
terefting or unentertaining to you. 
When [I received your kind and 
affeétionate letter, dated as above, 
it excited fuch emotions in my 
mind, as ought never to be indul- 
ged by a fon, towards a parent. 
At that time I thought you to be 
exceedingly cruel towards me, 
and that you were unreafonably 
fevere, in urging and prefling me 
to attend to thofe things, which 
then appeared to me calculated 
only to render my life unhappy, 
if not completely miferable. Your 
letter, together with fundry other 
letters which you wrote before 
and afterwards, was replete with 
fuch ideas and fentiments, that 
my reafon compelled me to yield 
to their truth, while my heart 
was totally oppofed to every thing 
you fuggefted for my confidera- 
tion. Atthe fame time, I fludi- 
oufly employed myfelf to find out 
fomething either from fcripture, 
or from the fophiftry of Voltaire, 
or other infidel writers, which 
would in fome meafure obviate 
your remarks and quiet me in my 
own fentiments. In combatting 
the fubje&t with you, you will 
recollect that I quoted the follow- 
ing texts of fcripture, viz. Eccl. 
vil. 16. ‘¢ Be not righteous over- 
much ; neither make thyfelf over- 


wife : why fhouldeit thou deftroy 


thyfelf 2” or asit is exprefied in 











tthe Hebrew, Why fhouldeft thou 
be defolate? Alfo chap. xi. 9. 
«« Rejoice, O young man, in thy 
youth, and let thy heart cheer 
thee in the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thine 
heart and in. the fight of thine 
eyes.”” You will notice here, that 
{ did not include the latter part of 
the verfe, (viz.) “ But know 
thou that for all thefe things God 
will bring thee into judgment.” 
Thus I colleéted detached texts 
to anfwer my purpofe. In fhort, 
I had recourfe to a * Refuge of 
lies,’ “ and to that falfehood 
which fmiled on my guilt.” Not 
fatisfying myfelf with arguments 


derived from fcripture, I turned 


my attention to the writings of 
thofe men who had _ boldnefs 
enough to affert that the feriptures 
were falfe, and an impolition on 
mankind—that religion was prieit- 
craft, and “ death was eternal 
fleep.” Pondering over their 
fophiftical arguments for fome 
weeks, I almoft reafoned myfelf 
into a belief of them, yet in my 
retired moments, the truths of 
divine revelation flared me in the 
face—and I could not but ac- 
knowledge their worth and im- 
portance. Ihad, at times, dread- 
ful appreheutions of the confe- 


quences that would refult from | 


a difbelief of them. 1 conceived 
thatthe doétrines of the divine 
decrees, eleCtion and fovereignty, 
were altogether inconfiftent with 
my free agency—and that for 
God to punifh a finner forever, 
when he had determined all his 
ations, was arbitrary, partial and 
unjult. During thefe confliés, 
and itruggles of my mind, and 
knowing that God muft be holy, 
juft and good, and that his word 
was true—I thought that as I 
could not ferve him here with fuch 
atemper aad frame of miad as 
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were required, and that I fhould 
never be any better—I was led to 
believe that to rid myfelf of the 
troubles and perplexities of this 
hte, and go into a future ftate, 
would be far preferable. I be- 
lieved alfo that God had given me 
up to hardnefs of heart, and to 
blindnefs of mind, and had con- 
figned me to eternal mifery. 
With thefe dreadfulapprehenfions, 
I fuppofed no goed could refult 
from my continuing here in this 
world, a day ora moment longer.” 

In this fituation, his mind being 
greatly agitated, and affailed, at 
times, by the moft fhocking temp- 
tations, he continued during the 
fall of 1801—after giving the 


particulars of which, he proceeds. 


“ In the beginning of the laft 
winter I came to this determina- 
tion (viz.} to live a life of exter- 
nal morality in order to render 
my friends happy—Still believing 
that when death fhould clofe my 
earthly career, hell would be my 
portion forever. I thus refolved 
to think no more of a future ftate, 
but I was now and then overtaken 
with this terrible truth, that my 
works muft be brought into judg- 
meut. The fuddendeathofafriend, 
or an acquaintance, would alarm 
me. I often called to my remem- 
brance the awakening fermous 
that I had heard from the defk:; 
nor could I wipe from my mind 
the awful denunciations of my 
‘bible. All thefe combined would 
occafion the .deepeft anguifh, m 
my foul. At thefe times I was 
extremely unhappy. Life ap- 
peared to be a burden, and what 
heightened my mifery, was the 
peace and happinefs that Chrif- 


tians enjoyed. To fee thofe of 


my clafsmates, who were religious, 
walking calmly along thro’ this 
vale of tears, without a murmur- 
ing or repining figh, and fubmit- 
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five to the divine law and govern- 
ment, wasa fource to me of the 
deepeft affliction. Thus was I 
alternately calm and fecure, and af- 
flicted with bitter remorfe. Some- 
times I was unable to purfue my 
ftudies, amd at others, I ftudied 
merely to expel thofe thoughts, 


which lay with fo much weight | 


on my mind. I continued in 
this fituation, that I have now 
related, till the 6th of May latt, 
when upon reviewing my life for 
months paft, and reflecting on the 
courfe that I had purfued, and 
the many refolutions that 1 had 
formed of deftroying my life, I 
fell into a ftate of dejeétion and 
defpair. I more fully believed, 
than ever, that the torments of 
hell, were to be my everlafting 
portion, and that remaining here 
on earth enhanced the mifery to 
which I thought myfelf inevitably 
doomed. I felt fully contident 
that God in his wrath had faid, 


Depart from me thou worker of | 


tniquity.”” 

From this, to the 9th of May, 
which was the fabbath, the an- 
guifh of his mind feems to have 
rifen to its height ; during which 
period, he was powerfully ‘ ataek. 
ed by the adverfary, and his mind 
filled with horrid temptations. 
The ftate of his mind, and the 
relief which he experienced, on 
the fabbath, he relates as fol- 
lows :— 

«¢ J was very much diflreffed all 
the forenoon, was in pain of body, 
as well as in exquifite horror of 
mind, and concluded that nothing 
but death could mitigate my fuf- 
ferings.—-But alas ! w ho can fath- 
om the love and benevolence of an 
ail-wife creator ? He had referv- 
ed me for fomething which I did 
not expect. About one o’clock 
in the afternoon, having my bible 
in my hands, and turning from one 
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end to the other, I happened to 
cait my eyes on this paflage in the 
cxxxvill. Pfalm, “ In the day 

when I cried, thou salionadh 
me, and ftrengthenedft me with 
ftrength in my foul”? Upon 
reading this paflage, fomething 
which never entered into my heart 
to conceive now poured in upon 





| my foul like a “ mighty rufhing 


| wmid.’’ 


Every thing now ap- 
peared like a new creation. The 


| day which had appeared before 


this time, dark, difmaland gloomy, 
new appeared uncommonly pleaf- 
ant. Chrift my only Saviour, 
whom I had fo long defpifed and 
perfecuted, now appeared alto- 
The bible above 
all other books appeared the beft 
and the moft important. The 
pain of body under which I la- 
bored, but a few hours before, was 
gone. In fhort this was one of 
the moft agreeable afternoons that 
| Lever fpent in my life. Every 
thing appeared perfectly nght in 
the divine government ; I felt fub- 
miffive, and rejoiced that God 
was on the throne, and I felt fully 
refigned to his holy law, as being 
) juft : and good, and I hope I hall 
never teel otherwife. From that 
| day to the prefent I have enjoy- 
ed mytelf uncommonly well. My 
chief delight has been to worfhip 
God, who from his boundlef: 
goodnefs, has been pleafed to 
manifeft himfelf, by his grace to 
me, who am the greateft of fin- 
ners.—I confider myfelf, dear fa- 
ther, as a brand f{natched from the 
burning. Iam now refolved to 
devote the remainder of my life 
to the fervice of my Redeemer ; 
and finally I hope that I may be 
made a trophy of his grace in his 
heavenly kingdom. 
“ Thus I have given you a 
brief account of the fcene through 


which I have pafled, and with all 
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filial affeGion I fubfcribe myfelf 
your dutiful fon.” 
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Religious Intelligence. 


Hampfhire Miffionary Soctety. 


Extraés from the Repert of the 
Truftees to the Hampfbire Mif- 
fronary Society: at their annual 
meeting at Northampton, on the 
laft Thurfday in Auguft, A. D. 
1802. 


HE Truflees of the Hampfhire | 


Mifficnary Society, in con- 
formity to the fixth article of the 
Conttitution, make to the Socicty 
the fallowing Report of their do- 
ings, fince their appointment in 
January lalt ;—of the pleafing 
profpects before the Society ;— 
and of the meafures which the 
Truftees judge to be proper for 
accomplifhing -the benevolent and 
pious defigns of the Inftitution. 

The Triuflees entered, imme- 
diately, upon the important du- 
ties afligned to them. Copies of 
the Conflitution of the Spcicty 
and papers, to obtain fubferiptions 
to its funds, were fent into the 
feveral towns, and parifhes of the 
county 3 and expedients were em- 
ployed to procure returns of the 
donations and fubfcriptiens ob- 
tained. Initructions for the di- 
rection of the Miffionaries and an 
addrefs to the inhabitants of the 
New-Settlements were formed and 
printed. 

As foon as fufficient informa- 
tion could be obtained of the {late 
of the Society’s funds, meafures 
were adopted for procuring fuita- 
ble Miffionaries ; and five hun- 
dred dollars were appropriated for 
the payment of Miffionaries the 
prefent feafon ; and three hun- 
qred dollars for the purchafe of 
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Bibles and other pious Chriftian 
writings to be diftributed in the 
New Settlements. 

Under the appointment of the 
Truftees, Rev. Samuel Taggart, 
and Rev. Yohn Taylor have en- 
tered on a miflion to the counties 
of Montgomery, Herkemer and 
Oneida in the ftate of New-York, 
to be employed on the north fide 
of Mohawk river. Mr. Taggart 
began his tour about the latt of 
June, to continue in the fervice of 
the Society fixteen weeks, with 
liberty to vifit for three weeks 
the counties of Chenango and 
Onondago, to preach to the people 
and gain information of their re- 
ligious flate. Mr. Taylor follow- 
ed him about the middle of July, 
and is to join and co-operate with 
him for the term of twelve weeks. 

Under like appointment Rev. 
Fonathan Grout, early in July, 
began a miffion to the new fettle- 
ments in the Diftrict of Maine. 
His engagement is for fixteen 
weeks. In the fecond week of 
Augult, Rev. Lnoch Hale followed 
Mr. Grout with direétions to join 
and co-operate with him for twelve 
weeks, 

Thefe Miaffionaries have fo 
lately commenced their labors, 
that the Truftees have not been 
able to obtain any very interctt- 
ing intelligence from them to com- 
municate to the Society, except- 
ing that the three firft named have 
arrived, in good health, at the 
places of their deftination, and 
have entered upon their work 
with a becoming activity and zeal 
and with flattering profpe€ts of 
accomplifhine the object of their 
miffion with happy fuccefs. The 
acquaintance which the members 
of the Society have with the char. 
acters of their Miffionaries will, 
it is prefumed, excite, in addition 
to their fervent prayers, and 
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thankfgivings to God in their be- 
half, the pleafing expettation of 
their fidelity and good fuccefs. 
The appropriations made for 
the purchafe of Books have been 
carried into effect as far as circum- 
ftances would admit of its being 
done advantageoufly for the So- 
ciety. One grofs of Bibles, five 
dozen of Janeway’s Token for 
Children, and thirty copies of the 
fele€t Sermons lately publifhed in 
this county have been purchafed. 
An impreffion has been made of 
1000 copies of Doddridge’s Ad- 
drefs to a Mafter of a Family, and 
of the fame number of the Affem- 
bly’s fhorter catechifm. Nine- 
teen copies of Dr. Lathrop’s Ser- 
mon, entitied God’s challenge to 
Infidels, have been contributed. 
Five hundred copies of the Truf- 
tees Inftru€tions to the Miffiona- 
ries and their Addrefs to the in- 
habitants of the new fettlements 
have been printed: And Propo- 
fals are iflued for reprinting Dr. 
Lathrop’s four Sermons on the 
mode and fubjeéts of Chriftian 
Baptifm, and his two Sermons en- 
titled Chrift’s warning to his 
churches to beware of falfe pro- 
phets. Meafures are alfo purfu- 
ing to procure Daddridge’s Rife 
and Progrefs of religion in the | 
foul, and Fuller’s Gofpel its own : 
witnefs, that they may be ready | 
for diftribution another feafon. 
The Truftees have fent on for | 
diftribution by the hands of their 
Miffionaries, fix dozen of Bibles, 
five hundred of Doddridge’s Ad- 
drefs to the Matter of a Family, 
one thoufand of the fhorter Cat- | 
echifms, five dozen of Faneqway’s 
Token for Children, fifteen of the 
Seleét Sermons, nineteen of La- | 
throp’s God’s Challenge to Infi- | 
dels, and eighty cf the Truftees | 
Inftru€tions and Addrefs. 
There have been colle&ted for 
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the ufe of the Society 1163 Dol. 
lars 77 Cents, of which fum 27 
Dollars 58 Cents are now inthe 
hands of the Committee of the 
Truftees, ready to be delivered to 
the Treafury, and the remainder 
has been paid into the Treafury 
and the reafurer’s receipts for 
the fame are in the hands of the 
Committee ; 372 Dollars 14 
Cents are now due to the Society 
and remain to be colle&ted ; 432 
Dollars 42 Cents are payable an- 
nually in the month of January 
for the fix following years 3 4130 
Dollars 43 Cents are the total 
amount of the fubferiptions and 
contributions which have been 
made by pious ahd liberal benfac- 
tors to the Society. 

The infancy of the Inftitution 
has not furnifhed time for the So- 
ciety to realize the joyous fruits 
of their liberality in its happy ef- 
fe&ts among their brethren of the 
New Settlements. But the rich 
bleflings, which have been expe- 
rienced, in various and dittant re- 
gions by fimilar inftitutions of an 
earlicr date, may well exeite in 
this Society plealing and joyful 
hopes “ that the merciful Jefus, 
who hath fhed his blood for fin; 


ners, will acknowledge and blefs 


them alfo, in their fincere and ar- 
dent zeal to promote his king- 
dom in the falvation of immortal 
fouls.’” 





Berbfoire Miffonary Society. 
ON the 21ft of Sept. the 


_Miffionary Society in the counties 


of Berkthire and Columbia held 
their annual meeting at Pittsfield. 
The following officers were cho- 
fen for the year enfuing, viz. Rev. 
Ephraim Fudfon, Prelident, the 
Hon. Timothy Edwards, Efq. 
Vice-Prefident, the Hon. Wil- 
liam Walker, Efq. 'Treafurer, Rev. 
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Alvan Hyde, Secretary, and Rev. 
Oliver Ayer, Clerk.—The Rev. 
Dr. Stephen We, the Hon. Tim- 
othy Edwards, Efg. the Rev. £- 
hraim Fudfon, the Hon. William 
Walker, “ig. the Rev. Thomas 
Allen, Eljah Williams, Eq. the 
Rev. Daniel Collins, Deacon Fohn 
Hall, the Rev. David Perry, Dea- 
con Stephen Nefh and the Rev. 
Alvan Hyde, Truttees. 

From the report of the late 
board of Truftees to the Society, 
it appeared thatthey had employ- 
ed the following Miffionaries the 
lait year, viz the Rev. Samuel 
Leonard tvro months in the north- 
ern counties of Vermont, and two 
months in the weftern counties of 
New-York—the Rev. David Per- 
ry three months in the weftern 
counties of New-York—the Rev. 
David Porter three months, and 
the Rev. David Harrower, nine 
weeks in the county of Luzerne 
in the ftate of Pennfylvania, and 
the Rev. Benjamin Woofter three 
months in the north-weftern coun- 
ties of New-York, bordering on 
Lake Champlain. 

From the journal of the Rev. 


Mr. Harrower, it appeared that | 
in performing his miflien, he rode 


459 miles, preached 40 fermons, 
attended 10 conferences, and 2 
church meetings, and vifited more 
than 50 families. Rev. Mr. Por- 
ter rode 711 miles, preached 60 
fermons, attended 14 conferences, 
and 4 church meetings, affifted in 
forming two churches, baptized 
15 children, and made 141 family 
vilits.—Rev. Mr. Perry, in ac- 
complifhing his miflion, rode 1037 
miles, preached 117 times, atten- 
ded 8 church meetings and reli- 
gious conferences, adminiftered 
the Lord’s fupper 3 times, bapti- 
zed 4 children, vifited 6 {chools, 
and 96 families. —Rev. Mr. Leon- 
ard, when on his miffion in the 
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weftern counties of New-York, 
preached 43 fermons, attended 15 
conferences, baptized 26 children 
and 3 adults, adminiftered the 
Lord’s fuppertwice, and admit- 
ted 11 perfons to the communion 
of churches. “The journals of the 
miffions of Rev. Meff’rs. Leonard 
and /oofter, in the northern coun- 
ties of Vermont have not yet been 
received. 

The Miffionaries uniformly tef- 
tify, that the people in the new 
fettiements are much difpofed to 
attend religious meetings, and that 
Miffionaries were never more need- 
ed, more cordially received, and 
better treated than at prefent. 








POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


The /pirit of prayer, and acceptance with 
God defired. 


I. GOD fupreme, whofe piercing 
fight, 

Darts thro’ the darkeft fhades of night, 

Look down, with a propitious eye, 

While proftrate, at thy feet I lie. 


2. Th’ appointed hour of prayer ig 
come, 

But ftill my wand’ring thoughts would 
roam ; 

Sin has eftrang’d my heart from thee, 

And guilt would from thy prefence flee. 


3. O'erwhelm’d, my bofom {wells 
with grief ; 

My native vilenefs ! unbelief! 

If only mov’d with flavith fear, 

Will God vouchfafe a gracious ear ? 


4. What flatt’ries vain have I beliew'd f 
Oh, how thy Mely Spirit griev’d ! 

In _thisiiy wretched, helplefs ftate, 

fs he quite gone ? Isall too late? 


5. Lama finner, poor and blind : 
"Vis not in earth to eafe my mind; 
I walk in darkfome fhades of night, 
Nor can creation cheer my fight. 


6. Father, I would not yet defpair, 
Dut ftill prefume a humble prayer; 
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® Gracious and Merciful” thy name, 
And thou unchangeably the fame. 


7. Oh, draw me to thy gracious throne, 
Through th’ atonement of thy Son. 
Lord, every grace is thine to give, 
Look down and‘let thé rebel live. 


$. Dear Saviour, pity from above ; 
Oh, let me freely thare thy love ; 
Be thou my advocate ; tothee, 
To thee, alone, for help I fice. 


9. O may,the Spirit deign to fhine, 
Throug this benighted foul of mine: 
With light, and all thy quick’ning rays, 
Infpire my heart to pray’r and praile. 
10. Trembling, before the awful throne 
Of fov’reign grace, I'l! caft me down ; 
Here, all my hope, and all my fear ; 
And if I perith, perifh here. 

LURANDA. 


On Death—To a Friend. 


I. —— night; andbufy mortals are 
retir’d to ref, 
And all the world in folemn darknefs 


lies, 
But penfive thoughts opprefsmy lab’ring 
- heart, 


And balmy fleep’s a ftranger tomy eyes. 


2. Oh Death ! deftroyer of the human 
race. 

When will thy tyranny o’er mortals end! 

Often, unthinking, in the midft of days, 

Thy helplefs victims to the grave de- 
{cend. 


3. None are exempt from thy prevail- 
ing hand, 

Allranksarelevell’dby thy equal ftroke; 

Ner youth, nor age, thy dreadful pow- 
er withftand, 

But feel alike thy agonizing fhock. 


4. Once I was blieft with two dear 
virtuous friends, 

Their worth I knew, perhaps too fond- 
ly lov’d, 

By Heav'n refum’d, their fouls to blifs 
afcend, 

I figh’d, lamented, tho’ my heart ap- 
prov'd. 


4. Why flow my tears, why fhould I 
net rejoice, 

At their deliv’rance from this cumbrous 
clay ? 


I foon fhall mect them, hear their gens 
tle voice, 
Welcome my foul to everlafting day. 
AMANDA. 





The Retrofpe?—addreffed to a Friend. 


I. HE tear of forrow oft bedews 
my check, 
* And rifing fighsmy fecret griefsdifclofe; 
May I, my friend, your kind attention 
claim, 
Tothe fhort, fad recital of my wocs. 





| 2. Once fickle fortune,on Amanda fmil'd 
Her lavith’d gifts adorn’d my early 
youth, 
Bleft me with parents amiable and kind, 
One gentle friend, my every care to 
foothe. 


3. By education's foftering care refin’d, 

My bofom glow’d with friendfhip’s ar- 
dent fire, 

While youthful fancy pourtray’d fcencs 
of blifs, 

And fondly hop’d to realize defire. 


4. But Ah ! the fad reverfe ! relentlefs 


death 

Snatch’d from my bofom my beloved 
friend, 

Diftrefs and forrow rent my blecding 
heart, 


While fadly mourning her untimely end, 


5. Unpitying fortune not content with 
this, 

Sent dire adverfity to wound our peace, 

Our friends forfook us with contempt 
and {corn 

Infulting—added to our deep diftefs. 


6. Where is the generous friend, whofe 
gentle hand, 

Will kindly foothe the poignancy of 
wot ; 

Refore a wretched mourner’s long lof 
peace, 

Andbid her heart with tranquil pleafure 
glow ? 


7. To thee, O God! I life my tearful 

eyes, 

| Thy power alone can eafe my aching 
heart, 

Be thou my Friend, my Father and my 
God, 

And heavenly comforts to my foul im- 
part. 





AMANDA, 


Donation to the Connecticut Miffionary Socicty. 


A friend of Miffions, ; ; 


100 Dollars. 
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